BACK CHANNELS 

A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF HISTORICAL & MODERN ESPIONAGE , 
ASSASSINATIONS & CONSPIRACIES 



Vo l u me 2 , No. 4 



Summer 1993 




Editor - Peter Kross 

LEE HARVEY OSWAIIJ. THECIA & MEXICO CITY jL 

PARTIAL LISTING OF THE JFK COLLECTION RE<5^T>^F THE 

THE ROBERT KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 
WHAT HAPPENED THAT NIGHT? 

By Ray McMockin 

AN IMAGE OF INTERPOL 
By George Beck 

RUMORS OF CONSPIRACY: 

TALES OF FDR’S DEATH 
By James Burke 

THE STRANGE CASE OF KARL GUSTAV HULTEN 

r nr\ rr 



A BRIEF SKETCH OF HAROLD WEISBERG 
By Mike Stanke 




THE JFK MURDER -CRIMINAL C ONSPIRACY OR 
WILLFUL MISCONDUCT? 

By Vincent P alamo ra 

TOE LIBERATION OF NORD HAUSEN 
CONCENTRATION CAMP 
By Robert Kubisla 

NOTES ON THE WORLD TRADE CENTER BOMBING 
By Lynn Brown 

BACK CHANNELS TALKS WITH JOHN DAVIS 



UNACCOUNTED FOR U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL AT THE END 
OF THE KOREAN CONFLICT AND DURING THE COLD WAR 

















19 

20 

21 



DEPARTMENTS 



BRANCHLINES 14 

BOOK REVIEWS 22 



COTYWGHT *IW>l/r KKOSS l»Ubl JCATIOH A KVSKAKC1I SHtVICKX. 1*0 IHJX 9. IVANKUN I'AAK, HI 0MI» ooo» 



too US 



Lee Harvey Oswald, 
the CIA & Mexico City 



Among the 800,000 documents released by the federal 
government in August was the one that many JFK research- 
ers were most looking for, bee Harvey Oswald The CIA and 
Mexico City. This secret, 300 page report was written by the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations at the completion 
of its work in 1978 and was not scheduled to be released for 
another 50 years. This report details the activities of Lee 
Harvey Oswald (or his double) in Mexico City in late 
September, 1963, less then two months prior to the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy. It is a fascinating look at the way 
the various intelligence agencies of the U.S. government, FBI 
and CIA, were monitoring the Oswald case and of the high 
level people, especially at the CIA, who were being kept con- 
stantly informed as to what was going on at the Cuban 
Consulate and the Soviet Embassay. 

Back Channels recently obtained a copy of this report 
and what you are about to read are extensive excerpts on the 
most relevant and important portions of this truly historical 
document, one which, will add new insight to the background 
of the events of November 22, 1963. Most of the material in 
this report stands as is but where portions were deleted a ( ) 
will denote missing text 

Conclusions 

1. Someone who identified himself as Lee Harvey Oswald 
called the Soviet Consulate on 1 October, 1963. This individ- 
ual indicated that he visited the Soviet Consulate at least once. 
Other evidence from the CIA ( )and witness testimony, in- 
dicates that the individual visited the Soviet and Cuban 
Consulates on five or six different occasions. While the ma- 
jority of the evidence tends to indicate that this individual was 
indeed Lee Harvey Oswald, the possibility that someone else 
used Lee Harvey Oswald's name during this time in contacts 
with the Soviet and Cuban Consulates cannot be absolutely 
dismissed. 

2. This committee has not been able to determine Lee Harvey 
Oswald’s activities outside of the Cuban and Soviet 
Embassies with certainty. There is a report, which has not 
been confirmed, indicating that during his stay in Mexico 
Oswald attended a “twist party” at the home of Ruben Duran 
Navarro, the brother-in-law of Silvia Duran. There is also un- 
confirmed evidence which, if true, would indicate that Oswald 
spent one night and parts of two days with a group of pro- 
Castro students from the Univ. of Mexico. 

3. There is a report that Oswald may have been in the compa- 
ny of a tall, thin, blond-headed man while in Mexico. This re- 
port has not been confirmed. If true, it is possible that this 
same individual may on occasion have used Oswald’s name 
in dealing with the Cuban and Soviet Consulates. The man’s 



name, if there was such a man, is not known. 

4. On the dates that Oswald was in Mexico, the CIA bad 
photographic surveillance operations which covered entranc- 
es to the Soviet Embassay and the Cuban Consulate. 

5. The CIA’s Mexico City Station definitely knew of 

Oswald’s contacts with both the Soviet and Cuban diplomatic 
compounds and of his desire to travel to Russia via Cuba. The 
source of this information was the ( ) surveillance on the 

Soviet Consulate and Soviet Military Attache’s Office. 

6. All information in the possession of the CIA Mexico City 
Station was not reported to CIA Headquarters in an accurate 
and expeditious manner prior to the assassination. 

7. With the exception of a few, possibly benign, irregulari- 
ties, and considering the possibility that not all of the informa- 
tion available to the Station has been provided to this commit- 
tee, the information in the possession of the CIA Mexico 
Station was reported in an accurate and expeditious manner 
after the assassination to headquarters. 

8. It is the conclusion of this Committee that the CIA’s pho- 
to-surveillance operations in Mexico City probably obtained a 
photograph of Lee Harvey Oswald entering either or both the 
Soviet and Cuban Consulates. The CLA denies that such a 
photograph exists. Hence, the disposition of this photograph is 
unknown. 

9. ( ) several calls of a man using the name “Lee Oswald". 

These tapes were retained for a routine two week period and 
were most likely erased shortly after 16 October 1963. 

10. The Committee is aware of the allegations that Silvia 
Tirado de Duran may have been an intelligence agent for ei- 
ther the Cubans, Mexicans or Americans. Ms. Duran was 
probably never employed by Cuban intelligence. While there 
is no direct evidence on the question other than Ms. Duran’s 
denial, the Committee believes that the circumstantial evi- 
dence that tends to indicate that Ms. Duran had a relationship 
with some type with either Mexican or American intelligence 
is of such a nature that the possibility can not be dismissed. 

Objectives of Operation A Scope of 
Coverage Provided 

On the basis of HMMA-22307, HMMA-22433 and 
MEXI 9940, the Committee believes that it is probable that 
the pulse camera was in operation on the days that Lee 
Harvey Oswald visited the Cuban Consulate... 

On 13 October 1978, the Committee as a result of a re- 
view of materials taken by James Angleton from Win Scott’s 
safe at the time of his death, addressed another letter to the 
CIA on this matter. In part this letter read: 

First, while admittedly there are contradictions in the 
Agency’s written records, these records nevertheless suggest 
an impulse camera was in operation when Oswald visited the 



Cuban Embassay. Such a camera would have aulomaticaJly 
been triggered to photo-graph any person entering the 
Embassay ... Finally, on October. 6, 1978. a manuscript writ- 
ten by the late Win Scott, former Chief of Station of the 
CIA’s Mexico City Station, was reviewed by a staff member 
of this Committee... Scott wrote: 

These visits and conversations are not heresy; for persons 
watching these embassies photographed Oswald as he entered 
and left each one and clocked the time he spent on each visit. 
The conversations are also known to have taken place, includ- 
ing the one in which he told the Soviet to whom he was talk- 
ing that he should have heard, received a message, from the 
Soviet Embassay in Washington, indicating obviously that a 
Soviet Embassay official in Washington had offered to help 
Oswald. 



POSSIBILITY THAT THE CIA PlIOTOSURVKILLANCE OBTAINED 
A Photograph of Lee Harvey Oswau) 

This Committee cannot stale with certainly that a photo- 
graph of Lee Harvey Oswald was not obtained by the photo- 
surveillance operation in Mexico because of the following 
reasons: a) the photographs from ( ) the “alternate” photo- 

graphic base which covered the Soviet Embassay main gate, 
and the photographs from the pulse camera, which covered 
the Cuban Consulate entrance... were not made available for 
review by the CIA; b) testimony from knowledgeable people 
that it would have been unlikely that the photosurveillance 
would have missed someone whom it had at least five chances 
of recording and c) reports that such a photo 
did. in fact, exist. 

Mr. Joseph Smith (retired CIA officer) recalled hearing 
a story that someone, at the lime of the assassination, had re- 
membered seeing Lee Harvey Oswald’s face somewhere in 
the photographic coverage of the Cuban or Russian 
Embassies. This person went back through the files and found 
that picture. Mr. Smith said that he does not recall that the dis- 
covery of the picture had greatly pleased President Johnson 
and that it made Winston Scott his “number one boy 



Joseph Piccolo , Jr. Allegation 

Mr. Piccolo ( a CIA officer involved in anti-Cuban oper- 
ations in the late 1960’s), was also asked whether he knew 
anything about the circumstances surrounding the Agency’s 
initial discovery of the photographs he claims to have seen. 
He stated that he did not have any first-hand knowledge of 
their discovery, but that it was the type of thing, “a coup”, that 
would have traveled through the agency grapevine. Mr. 
Piccolo staled that he had heard stories about a surveillance 
photograph of Oswald being found both in Mexico City and 
at CIA Headquarters in Ungley. He stated that Ann 
Goodpasture many have been the person who found a photo- 
graph of Oswald in Mexico City. 

Mr. Piccolo speculated that die Mexico City Station may 
have routinely sent photographs of unidentified Americans 
who visited Communist Embassies to headquarters for possi- 
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blc identification. 



Winston Scott 

Material removed from Win Scott’s safe now in posses- 
sion of the CIA provides critically important circumstantial 
evidence that the CIA photo-surveillance operations obtained 
photographs of Oswald: 

“Oswald visits and conversations arc not hearsay; for 
persons watching these embassies photographed Oswald as he 
entered and left each one; and clocked the time he spent on 
each visit." 

This Committee believes that a photograph of Lee 
Harvey Oswald was probably obtained by CIA photosurveil- 
lance in Mexico. There are allegations that such a photo was 
found; there is testimony that such a photo should have been 
obtained... the CIA’s withholding of materials ( ) strange 

lapse of memory regarding the events of 1 1/22/63 and Mr. 
Scott’s manuscripts; wound tend to indicate that a photo of 
Ue Harvey Oswald was obtained. On the other hand.the con- 
sistent testimony that a photo was not obtained in Mexico 
City, the absence of any record of transmittal of the photo to 
headquarters and the testimony of Ms. ( ) and Mr. Scelso 

that a photo was not discovered would tend to indicate that, in 
fact, the allegations that ( ) found a photo of LHO are false. 



Information A vajlable from the Soviet ( ) that was 
connected with or involved Lee Harvey Oswald 

After the assassination the CIA’s Mexico City Station 
passed copies of seven listed conversations to the U.S. 
Embassay Legal Attache.... At the bottom of each attachment 
page to the Scott memorandum, a summary of the conversa- 
tion is provided. The Station questioned the relevancy of only 
one of the seven calls presented in the memorandum. The 
summary of the 10/3 call says: 

“By the context of other conversations by Oswald and 
the fact that this called (sic) spoke in broken Spanish and 
English rather than Russian which he used previously, it is 
probable that this caller is not Oswald." 

A judgment that this call did not pertain to Oswald could 
be based on the following facts; 1) the caller spoke broken 
Spanish: 2) the caller did not have the number of the 
Consulate: 3) the caller did not know that visas were issued at 
the Consulate: and 4) the caller states that he is seeking a visa, 
not that he is checking on an application already made. The 
majority of the evidence indicates that Lee Harvey Oswald 
could not speak Spanish. 

The record reflects that Oswald had the phone numbers 
of both the Soviet Consulate and the Soviet Military Attache 
in his notebook.... Since Oswald had previously called the 
Consulate it is likely that he had the number prior to 3 
October. It is also clear that Oswald knew that the Consulate 
was responsible for issuing visas due to his prior dealings 
with the Soviet and Cuban Consulates. Thus, it is probable 
that the 10/3 conversation did not pertain to Oswald. 
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The Photograph of the Mexico City Mystery Man 

The C.I.A. has claimed that no investigation of Oswald 
was made in Mexico prior to the assassination of President 
Kennedy. For this reason, the agency claimed, the fact that 
Oswald was seeking a visa and that he also had been to the 
Cuban Embassay was not discovered until after the assassina- 
tion. 

It was not until 22 November 1963, when the Station 
initiated a review of all transcripts of telephone calls to the 
Soviet embassy that the station learned that Oswald’s call to 
the Soviet Embassay on 1 October 1963 was in connection 
with his request for a visa to the USSR. Because he wanted to 
travel to the USSR by way of Cuba, Oswald had also visited 
the Cuban Embassay in an attempt to obtain a visa allowing 
him to transit Cuba. In as much as Oswald was not an investi- 
gative responsibility of the CIA and because the agency had 
not received an official request-from those agencies having 
investigative responsibility requesting the agency to obtain 
further information, the station did nothing other than ask 
headquarters on 15 October for a photograph of Oswald. 

Neither of the above assertions is accurate.... CIA's IG 
Report inaccurately implies that no action would have been 
taken by the Mexico City Station with respect to an American 
in contact with the Soviet Embssay in Mexico other than 
merely reporting the contact unless the station had received a 
specific request from an interested U.S. government agency.... 
In fact, the station often monitored and mounted operations 
against Americans in contact with Bloc Embassies. At a mini- 
mum they attempted to collect as much information as possi- 
ble on Americans in contact with the Embassies. This was 
routine, it was also the case with Lee Harvey Oswald. 

The custodian of Oswald’s file, in October, 1963, was 
Ann Elizabeth Goldsborough Egerter of the Counter- 
intelligence/Special Investigations Group. ( ) went to Ms. 

Egerter and asked to see Lee Oswald’s file which was provid- 
ed to her by Ms. Egerter. Once the information from the 
Oswald 201 file and the information in the cable from Mexico 
City was combined, the Oswald contact took on more signifi- 
cance: 

Q- Now, once the information... had been obtained by 
you. did that in any way increase the significance of Oswald's 
contact with the Soviet Embassay? 

A - As I recall that is what I thought made it very sig- 
nificant. 

Q- Can you explain why? 

A - Any American who had tried to renounce his U.S. 
citizenship in the Soviet Union, now having again a relation- 
ship with the Soviet Embassay would lead one to wonder why 
he had tried to renounce his citizenship in the first place, and 
why be was still in contact with the Soviets, whether there 
was a possibility he was working for the Soviets or what 
(emphasis, Back Channels). 

Q- Is this the cable that caused the excitement? 

A - Yes. one of them. 

Q- Why was excitement caused by the cable? 

A- Contact with Kostikov. 

Q- What is the significance of the contact with 
Kostikov? 



A- 1 think we considered him a KGB man. 

Q - Any other reason for the excitement? 

A- He had to be up to something bad to be so anxious to 
go to the Soviet Union. At least that is the way I felt. 

Background : The Oswald photo case in Mexico City at- 
tracted the attention of Thomas Karamessines, the Assistant 
Deputy Director of Plans at the CIA. Mr. Karamessines had 
all relevant material from the CIA Station Chief in Mexico 
City and he shared this information with the F.B.I. 

“Even though the CIA denies such an agreement that 
covered the CIA’s investigation of American citizens in 
Mexico, this Committee is certain ... that such an agreement 
existed, either formally or informally. Hence, the assertion in 
the 1977 IG report that ‘Oswald was not an investigative re- 
sponsibility of the CIA” is seemingly inaccurate and mislead- 
ing. ** 

“The photograph was sent to Dallas where Special 
Agent Odum of the FBI showed it to Mrs. Marguerite Oswald 
on 23 November 1963. Mrs. Oswald would later claim it was 
a photograph of Jack Ruby, beginning a period of controversy 
and uncertainty about this photograph that has continued to 
this day. On 23 November Mexico informed headquarters that 
“obvious photos sent to Dallas were not iden with Lee 
Oswald. Since the time of the assassination, this man has 
been identified as Yuriy Ivanovich Moskalev, a Soviet KGB 
officer. The identification is unconfirmed and comes from 
only one source. In any case, it is unlikely that this man had 
any connection with Oswald outside of the mistaken belief of 
several CIA officers in Mexico.” 

Silvia Tirado (neb Duran) 

“ ...In 1967, a report that Silvia Duran had bad intimate 
relations with Lee Harvey Oswald came to the attention of the 
CIA’s Mexico City Station. The source stated that he had re- 
cently received a call from Silvia Duran. During the visit, 
Duran told ( ) that she had met Lee Oswald at the Cuban 

Consulate when be applied for a visa and had dated him on 
several occasions. Duran admitted that she had no idea of his 
plans. In addition, Duran told ( ) that when the news of the 
assassination became public knowledge, the Mexican govern- 
ment arrested her and during the interrogation beat her until 
she admitted that she had had an affair with Lee Harvey 
Oswald. 

“Mr. Phillips (David Atlee), did state that he would ex- 
pect Ms. Duran's file at the CIA to be “very thick” because of 
all the ( ) that concerned her and the substantial interest that 
the Station had in her. He stated that much of the material in 
her file should predate the assassination. Mr. Phillips stated 
that he would be very surprised if Ms. Duran’s 201 file was 
small and contained only a few pre-assassination documents. 

Another CIA employee ( ) who worked on an “Oswald 
task force" in late September or early October of 1975.... stat- 
ed that he believed that Ms. Duran may have been a source of 
information for either the CIA or the Mexicans. ( ) could 
not recall why be specifically had this recollection, but 
thought that it was due to something he had seen in Oswald’s 
file.” 
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Legal Attache 2/23/66 memo to the U.S. Ambassador 
Regarding Elena Garro’s Allegations. 

“On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the 
Ambassador reporting that “extensive investigation” failed to 
disclose that Oswald had traveled to Mexico prior to 
September 26, 1963 and that no information had developed 
that would show that he had not been in New Orleans in the 
early part of that month. The memo reinterated that no further 
action was being taken by the FBI because Elena’ s allegations 
had not been substantiated by it. The Legal Attache forwarded 
a copy of this memo to the CIA’s Mexico City Station. A 
marginal comment made by Ramond Rocca next to this entry 
says, “How can it be ascertained that Oswald did not travel to 
Mexico prior to early September 1963? There must be some 
basis for Elean's reporting.” 



HSCA *s Investigation op Elan a Garro’s Allegations 

In sum, the House Select Committee on Assassinations 
has not been able to confirm the evidence that would indicate 
that Lee Harvey Oswald, on one night while he was in 
Mexico, attended a “twist party” at the home of Ruben Duran 
Navarro, the brother-in-law of Silvia Duran. In addition, the 
HSCA has been unable to confirm the allegation that Lee 
Harvey Oswald traveled while in Mexico City with “two beat- 
nick-looking boys." A large part of the Committee’s attempts 
to investigate these issues has met with frustration. 



Did Lee Harvey Oswald or an Impostor Contact the 
Cuban and Soviet Consula tes in Mexico City? 

“Lee Harvey Oswald himself probably visited the Cuban 
Consulate at least once since his application for a Cuban in- 
transit visa bears his signature. Though the Cuban Consulate 
allowed visa applications to take blank applications out of the 
Consulate to be returned when completed. Silvia Duran staled 
she was certain that Oswald signed the application in her pres- 
ence. Oswald's signature on the Cuban visa application, how- 
ever, does not by itself rule out the possibility that someone 
impersonated Oswald in contacts with the Cuban and Soviet 
Embassies.” 

....Analysis of Silvia Duran’s and Eusebio Azcue’s testi- 
mony would tend to indicate that Oswald, or someone imper- 
sonating him, visited the Cuban Consulate at least one and- 
possibly two additional times on September 27. 1963. Silvia 
Duran says that Oswald first visited the Cuban Consulate at 
approximately 11: a.m. requesting an intransit visa to Cuba 
with Russia as the final destination. 

...In addition to the alleged Oswald visits to the 
Consulates, there were other telephonic contacts that may 
have been between Oswald, or an impostor, and the 
Consulates. Several details about Oswald’s visits to the Cuban 
Consulate, and telephonic contacts with both Consulates sug- 
gest that the individual involved may not have been Oswald. 

...Another possible indication that an impostor may have 



also visited the consulate is the 9/29/63 ( ) conversation. 

Silvia Duran adamantly denies that Oswald or any other 
American visited the Cuban Consulate on Saturday, 
September 28, 1963. In light of the ( ) of that date, 

Ms. Duran has either lied to the Committee or the individual 
who visited the Consulate on September 28 was not Oswald 
....Three calls that also occurred early on September 27, 
1963, may have been by an impostor. At approximately 10:30 
a.m. a man called the Soviet Military Attache looking for a 
visa to Odessa and was referred to the Soviet 
Consulate.. .While only the callers request for a visa to Russia 
(Odessa) connect these calls to Oswald the HSCA believes 
that they do fit logically into a time sequence created by what 
is known from testimony ( ) about his actions on that day. 



What were Lee Harvey Oswald’s Activities in 
Mexico City? 

....The Committee also considers it possible that Lee 
Harvey Oswald contacted pro-Castro students at the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico as claimed by Oscar 
Contreras Lartigue. It is possible that after Oswald's attempts 
to obtain a visa by the first method (by getting a visa to anoth- 
er Communist country) were frustrated on Saturday, 
September 28, that he made one final effort to locate someone 
trusted by the Cuban Consulate to vouch for him. 

There is no direct evidence about how Oswald could 
have learned of the pro-Castro group at UNAM. There is a 
possibility that Ernesto Leffeld Miller, a friend of the Duran's 
who borrowed Horacio's car often took Lee Oswald to the 
campus of the NAM. 



Was Lee Harvey Oswald alone while he tra vrled to 
Mexico? 

The Warren Commission concluded that Lee Oswald 
traveled alone while he was in Mexico. All of the witnesses, 
with the exception of Elena Garro de Paz who stated that 
Oswald was accompanied by two “beatnick looking boys” at 
Ruben Duran’s party, have slated that when they saw Oswald 
in Mexico City he was alone. Although the American authori- 
ties did not handle the Elena Garo allegation properly, the 
Committee does not believe that it can readily dismiss Ms. 
Garro’s allegation that Oswald had a companion in Mexico in 
light of : 1) the corroboration of details of Ms. Garro’s story: 
2) the possibility that someone impersonated Oswald in 
Mexico and 3) the similarity in the description of Oswald by 
Ms. Duran and Mr. Azcue and the description of Oswald's 
companion by Ms. Garro. 

Appendix 3: HSCA Procedural Write-up 

On August 25, 1978. Congressman Richardson Preyer 
and HSCA staff members G. Robert Blakey and Edwin 

Lopez Soto traveled to Cuba from Miami At 12:15 

p.m. the committee representatives met with Richardo 
Escartin, Felipe Villa, Senen Buergo and translators Juanita 
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Vera and Nellie Ruiz de Zarade... Mr. Buergo stressed that in 
his opinion there was a conspiracy to link Cuba to the assassi- 
nation of John F. Kennedy. At that point, he handed four files 
to Congressman Richardson Preyer. The files consisted of: a) 
material concerning Santos Trafficante: b) a letter dated 25 
November 1963 from Hernandez Armas: c) the results of the 
Cuban government’s research into misinformation linking the 
Cuban Government to the assassination of President John 
Kennedy and d) the report of the Investigative Committee of 
the International Tribunal of the Eleventh Festival reporting 
on the defamation campaign to link Cuba to the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

...Material handed to the HSCA representatives at this 
time included: 



a) a list of persons whom the Cuban delegation believed 
to have had close relations with Santo Trafficante. 

b) photographs depicting what the Cuban government 
believed to be a CIA photographic surveillance base targeted 
against the Cuban Consulate and Embassay in Mexico City 
during 1963 

c) an essay entitled “Imperialism’s Political, Economic, 
and Military Organizations and Agencies of Crime, such as 
the , CIA” 

d) an article entitled “Finally We Have E limin ated That 
Pinto in the White House, said Bob, When We Heard About 
JFK’s Assassination.” 



- EaiUaI LUllna ai tha JJEK Collection ftaalmtmr o f the HMXlanml 4rcfi/w 

WARREN COMMISSION DOCUMENT REVIEWED BY THE FBI FOR THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS. 1964. (1 boi) 
OFFICIAL CASE FILE OF THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY, NOV 22-25, 1963. (12 Boxes) 

THE ALLEN DULLES PAPERS. (1 Box) 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD’S PERSONALITY FILE (201-289248) 1959-63. (1 Box) 

RECORDS RELATINO TO “KEY PERSONS" 1963-65. (72 Boxes) 

RECORDS RELATING TO ’GOVERNMENT AGENCIES INVOLVED". 1963-64. (7 Boxes) 

RECORDS RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF THE PRESIDENT*. 1963-64. (2 Boxes) 

RECORDS RELATING TO THE PREPARATION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION. 1964. (4 Boxes) 

MANUSCRIPT OF THE REPORT AND HEARINGS OF THE COMMISSION. 1 964. (77 Boxes) 

INDEX TO NAMES OF PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE HEARINGS OF THE COMMISSION. 1964. (3 Boxes) 

PROCEEDINGS OF SESSIONS AT WHICH TESTIMONY OF MARK LANE WAS HERD. 1964. (1 Box) 

OSWALD-RUBY CHRONOLOGY AND SUMMARY OF CHRONOLOGY. 1964. (1 Box) 

“REPORT OF MEETING OF MEMBERS OF STAFF 1 , 1964. (1 Box) 

INDEXES TO SUBJECTS RELATING TO THE ASSASSINATION AND TO LEE HARVEY OSWALD. 1964. (1 Box) 

OUTLINE OF EVIDENCE RELATING TO THE ASSASSINATION. 1964. (1 Box) 

RECORDS RELATING TO THE INTERROGATION AND TRIAL OF JACK RUBY. 1964. (3 Boxes) 

THE OSWALD CASE; MARK LANE'S TESTIMONY TO THE WARREN COMMISSION". 1964. (1 Box) 

RELATED MATERIAL RECEIVED FROM THE SECRET SERVICE, 1963-65. (1 Box) 

WOUND BALLISTICS OF 6 j MM MANNIJCHER-CARCANO AMMUNITION. 1965. (1 Box) 

WARREN COMMISSION DOCUMENTS (1963-64) RELEASED AS A RESULT OF THE 1993 REVIEW. (25 Boxes) 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY’S FUNERAL, 1963. (1 Box) 

DALLAS POLICE DEPARTMENT COLLECTION CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF JOHN KENNEDY. (8 Boxes) 

FILES ON THE PRESIDENTS COMMISSION ON CIA ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE US. (ROCKEFELLER COMMISSION). 1975. (6 Boxes) 
KENNEDY ASSASSINATION MATERIAL FROM THE GERALD FORD LIBRARY. 

LOT FILE 69D186: RECORDS RELATING TO LEE HARVEY OSWALD & THE WARREN COMMISSION REPORT. 1959-64. (2 Boxes) 

JFK ASSASSINATION RECORDS KEPT BY MR. ROBERT KEUCH. CRIMINAL DIVISION. 1963. 

to the CIA’s release of classified material relating to the assassination of President Kennedy, those persons interested in filing FOLA 
(Freedom of Information Act) request* had to write to the CIA for those paper*. Now that these material* are in the hands of the National Archive*, all per- 
sona requesting such information on the Kennedy case should write to:: 

Archives Review Branch 
Records DcdaarfflcaUon Division 
Room I8W 

National Archives & Records Administration 
7th & Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 

Waahlngtan,D.C. 20408 
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The Robert Kennedy Assassination 
What Happened That Night? 

By Ray McMackin 



I’ve told this story hundreds of 
times over the past 25 years. I was 
standing behind Robert Kennedy the 
night he was shot to death in the kitch- 
en corridor of the Ambassador Hotel in 
Los Angeles on June 5, 1968. 

I was a young reporter for KNX 
radio. 1 had moved from Seattle to Los 
Angeles in March of that year when of- 
fered the job when KNX went “all- 
news” radio. My assignment that night 
was to cover the returns from the Alan 
Cranston-Max Rafferty Senate race. 
Cranston was a newcomer, but won 
easily and early over the school super- 
intendent. The Cranston backers were 
celebrating in a small room located just 
across the hotel lobby from the ball- 
room for Kennedy, which was 
crammed with partygoers and a huge 
gathering of news media. I interviewed 
Cranston on my tape recorder and 
drove back to the KNX studio on 
Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood, typed 
my story, had an engineer edit the inter- 
view and figured my night was over. I 
had no idea what was ahead. 

I asked my news director. Jim 
Zallian, if he wanted me to return to the 
Ambassador Hotel to help our two 
KNX anchors covering Kennedy. He 
agreed it might be a good idea since l 
was finished with my assignment any- 
way. I drove back to the Ambassador 
Hotel, parked and hurried inside the 
hotel. We were told Robert Kennedy 
was still upstairs in his hotel room 
watching the returns coming in from 
South Dakota in his fight against 
Senator Eugene McCarthy for the 
Democratic nomination. Kennedy had 
won California and the ballroom was 
like a New Year’s Eve parly with peo- 
ple laughing, smiling, yelling, wearing 
straw hats and waving banners and 
thousands of rcd-whitc-and-blue bal- 
loons. The ballroom was a sea of peo- 
ple with the bank of TV cameras facing 
the stage on one side of the huge room 
and our radio microphones on the far- 
side wall from the double-door en- 
trance. There was no way I could get to 



our KNX guys without going through 
the kitchen corridor and over the back 
of the stage. I was wearing my press 
pass, but nobody was bothering to 
check anybody coming in or out of that 
kitchen corridor area! 

I walked, without being checked, 
to where our KNX microphones were 
set up and told our two anchors that I 
was there to help if they needed me and 
immediately set about interviewing 
some celebrities waiting for Kennedy 
to arrive. I spotted actor Keenan Wynn 
and got his reaction to the victory and 
gave it to our KNX anchors. I returned 
to the farside of the room to search for 
more interviews when the word came 
down that Kennedy was coming. I was 
standing on the ballroom floor to the 
righlside of the stage and unable to- 
move when Robert Kennedy, wife 
Ethel and the entourage took the stage. 
The ballroom went wild! Kennedy 
made his now famous “and, now it’s on 
to Chicago” speech and exited the back 
of the stage, beading to the kitchen cor- 
ridor. I went through a dutch-door type 
entrance when “it” happened. 

I remember seeing Rafer Johnson 
and Rose Greer struggling with Sirhan 
Sirhan and hearing what everybody 
said later sounded like balloons pop- 
ping. I remember standing next to 
Pearce Anderton of ABC News looking 
down at our feet at the head of Robert 
Kennedy. We looked at each other and 
said that Kennedy was NOT going to 
make it. The right side of his head was 
bloodied and his eyes were glassed 
over and he was not moving as he lay 
on his back on that cement floor. I also 
noticed that my tape recorder was run- 
ning. I immediately raced back behind 
the stage and yelled to our two anchors 
that “Kennedy has been shot” and they 
produced me and handed me the micro- 
phone. I was crying when I told what 1 
had just seen. I couldn’t stop sobbing as 
I went “live” with my report. I tried to 
compose myself, but couldn’t keep the 
tears from running down my face. 
KNX had the first report of the shoot- 



ing on the air that night. My emotional 
words described the event. 

I left the ballroom and returned to 
the KNX studio. I told the news direc- 
tor l thought I had the actual sounds of 
the assassination on my tape recorder 
and handed it to an editor. I was told to 
go home and get some rest and try to 
compose myself. 

Some strange things began to- 
ll appen the next morning. I was tele- 
phoned at home in Van Nuys and told 
to take a few days off work and check 
in later in the week. I was given a letter 
of accommodation from the station 
manager and told that my “live” broad- 
cast of the assassination was beard in 
Australia and that TV station HSV-7 in 
Melbourne wanted me to fly down 
there as their guest and go on an inter- 
view show with a group of journalists. 
KNX thought it was a good idea and I 
packed for the trip to and from 
Australia for what I later considered a 
meaningless interview which could 
have been filmed in Los Angeles quick- 
er and at much less expense. 

1 was met at the San Francisco 
airport and personally escorted aboard 
a Quantas flight and given a first-class 
seat for the 20 hour flight to Sydney. 

Another man sat next to me for 
the entire flight. He said he was a 
German going to Australia to set up oil 
drilling rigs. He didn’t have an accent, 
however. 

At the Sydney airport. I was met 
by another man who quickly whisked 
me through customs. I remember my 
escort acted very nervous and refused 
to have his picture taken with me. He 
flew with me down to Melbourne. I 
was met by an official from HSV-7 and 
told the interview show was that nighL 
I barely had time to wash my face be- 
fore the TV show. 

It was a news -interview format 
with a panel of people asking me ques- 
tions. I simply told my eyewitness ac- 
count of what happened that night in 
the kitchen corridor of the Ambassador 
Hotel. The TV show was a half hour in 
length and the panel thanked me for ray 
story. The HSV-7 official was all 
smiles and said I was to be their guest 
for the rest of the week! 

I was constantly entertained, 
wined and dined twice a day and into 
every night, given tours of the local 
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sites in Melbourne (including a day the- 
local Aussie football ball), and treated 
like was some kind of movie star in- 
stead of a news reporter. My guests in 
Melbourne repeatedly asked me to tell 
my story about the Kennedy assassina- 
tion. I didn’t think anything of it. I was 
their guest. It was like a vacation. 

When I returned to KNX some 
very “strange” events took place. I was 
told my tape recording of the “shots” 
was missing. 

I was told “they were out of se- 
quence anyway” and it couldn’t have 
been the sounds of the bullets being 
fired by Sirhan Sirhan. (Who would 
know the recording of the shots was out 
of sequence if they didn’t know all the 
details of the firing of that pistol?). 

A month later, I was fired by 
KNX for no reason. ( I luckily was im- 
mediately hired by KJFWB, the other 
“all-news” radio station in Los 
Angeles). 

To this day, I can still picture 
what happened that night and, odd as it 
may seem, still smell a mixture of gun- 
powder and disinfectant used to scrub 
the floor of that kitchen corridor. 

Last fall 1 was in Los Angeles and 
visited the Ambassador Hotel which is 
now closed down, except for being 
used for location shots for an occasion- 
al movie. I went with a friend to show 
him the exact spot were Robert 
Kennedy was shot and where I was 
standing the night it happened. 

There’s a marker of sorts there. 
Strange, it's been moved from where 
Robert Kennedy was actually shot to 
over by an old elevator. 

It’s at least 10 to 15 feet from 
where the assassination actually took 
place. 

I can't explain this or some of the 
other unusual events which have taken 
place since June 5, 1968. All I know is 
that something is amiss without any ex- 
planation. 

Ray McMackin is a freelance writer 
today. Ray is a University of Washing- 
ton graduate, radio and TV reporter 
(KFWB. KNX. KDKA-TV in Pittsburgh, 
KING -TV in Seattle.) He lives in a 
small community of 4,000 on a penin- 
sula in Puget Sound 



An Image of Interpol 

By George Beck 



Having been in law-enforcement and security for forty years I 
thought a short article on Interpol would be interesting and enlightening. I 
found two books in the Los Angeles Hollywood Branch Library that were 
the equivalent of a TV fantasy series. The L.A. County Library was 
checked. There were no books on the subject. Only through the Freedom 
of Information Act could this information be obtained. 

FACT: Interpol is not a governmental agency, but a private company 
which leases information to 125 countries and their police agencies like 
the FJJ.L, and the C.I.A. 

FACT: Interpol (International Criminal Police Organization) is located 
with headquarters at Saint Cloud, Paris, France. 

FACT: Interpol itself has no police arrest powers, but its members are po- 
lice and not government representatives. It disseminates information only 
of intelligence facts and does not reveal its secrets to anyone in the public 
area. 

FACT: It is the only organization where world law enforcement officers 
can meet together 

FACT: Interpol divides into four main bodies and covers every type of 
dime known to mankind. 

FACT: Interpol began in Vienna, Austria, September 3. 1923. At that time 
twenty countries belonged. It later moved in June, 1946 to 11 Rue des 
Saussaies, St. Cloud, Paris, France. 

FACT: There are millions of card files kept on citizens from more than a 
hundred countries with their fingerprints and photos. 

FACT: The only code used is the Morse system. 

FACT: Gmppenfuher Reinhard Heydrich of Nazi Germany was the presi- 
dent of Interpol from 1940 to 1944. Hence the Nazis had knowledge of 
many and much information on people throughout the world. 

FACT: J. Edgar Hoover was once co-bead was Interpol but was dis- 
charged. It was found that Hoover had FBI agents as attaches in foreign 
embassies. 

FACT: The overwhelming majorities of Interpol members are in totalitari- 
an countries like Iran. Syria, Libya and North Korea. These countries are 
involved in state-supported terrorism. 

FACT:It is not engaged in the combat of crime syndicates or major crimi- 
nals in one sense. It has massive files of various governmental agencies in- 
cluding those of the U.S Treasury and Justice Departments. 

FACT: At one point, Henrich Himmler was president of Interpol. Its files 
were used by the Gestapo. Himml er used the files to track down and ruth- 
lessly eliminate Jews and other minorities as part of their terrible Nazi 
Party genocide campaign. 

FACT: Interpol’s constitution specifically forbids its involvement in mat- 
ters of a political, military, religious or racial character. This was, of 
course, disregarded during the Nazi control of Interpol’s presidency. 
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Rumors of Conspiracy: 
Tales of FDR’S Death 

By James Burke 



In the immediate aftermath of 
the death of President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt (FDR) on April 12, 1945, ru- 
mors about a possible Soviet plot to as- 
sassinate him were widespread among 
anti-communist conspiracy buffs and 
senior agents in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Conspiracy theorists 
have focused their attention on the fact 
that the last two people to touch the 
president before he collapsed were 
Russian emigres, and that the 
president’s body was never autopsied 
despite widespread incriminations con- 
cerning the decision of Roosevelt’s 
chief of the medical staff. Admiral 
Ross Mclntire, not to administer emer- 
gency medical assistance in the 2-3 
hours between the time the president 
collapsed and his death. The fact that 
Mclntire's recollections have been dis- 
puted on a number of points by Elliot 
Roosevelt and others has contributed to 
speculation about why the president’s 
deteriorating health was covered up. 
Some analysts have also focused on the 
fact that the president’s body was never 
embalmed, because Mclntire deter- 
mined that the body was too blackened 
to be publicly displayed, although by 
what is not cleur. 

The rumors did not gain much 
public attention until the publication in 
1948 of Emanuel Josephson's The 
Strange Death of Franklin Roosevelt: A 
History of the Roosevelt -Delano 
Dynasty America's Royal Family . 
Josephson's work briefly raised doubts, 
but was so filled with unsubstantiated 
rumors, innuendo, and absurd conspira- 
cy theories that it served to taint anyone 
who even dared to discuss the possibili- 
ty. John T. Flynn briefly examined, but 
dismissed, the rumors in The Roosevelt 
Myth, which was published in 1948 and 
1956. The rumor mill slopped until Jim 
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Bishop’s FDR's Last Year April 1944 - 
April 1945 was published in 1974. 
Although Bishop did not discuss the 
possibility of an assassination attempt, 
he did publicly reveal the very odd be- 
havior of the Russian emigre painter, 
Elizabeth Shoumatoff, after he col- 
lapsed. 

In March 1945, FDR traveled to 
Warm Springs. Georgia, in order to 
rest. According to his son, James 
Roosevelt, Elizabeth Shoumatoff. Lucy 
Rutherford (nee Mercer, with whom 
FDR was having an affair), the presi- 
dents cousin, Margaret (Daisey) 
Suckley, and Laura (Polly) Delano 
“were fussing about the room when he 
was striken” on April 12, 1945. 
According to accounts related to James 
Roosevelt by participants, Franklin was 
taken to his bed, where he remained 
without close medical attention for two 
hours, apparently because Lt 
Commander Howard Bruenn (a doctor) 
and Admiral Ross Mclntire (also a doc- 
tor) thought he had simply fainted. At 
3:35 p.m. the president expired. His 
death was subsequently attributed to a 
brain homorrage. Mclntire and the head 
of the president’s Secret Service detail, 
Mike Reilly, have vehemently denied 
that he had a heart attack, and there is 
no evidence to show that he did. In a 
series of publications appearing in the 
I970’s, FDR was reported to have been 
suffering from an enlarged heart, hy- 
pertension, chronic fatigue, and harden- 
ing of the arteries. Many surviving doc- 
tors, who had treated FDR, claimed 
with perfect hindsight to have seen the 
signs of his deterioration. However, 
James Roosevelt points out that they:" 
did not see the signs very clearly at the 
lime. They did not foresee his death." 
Some simply could not believe that a 
man aged 62 could be so near death. 
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The medical questions and inquir- 
ies related to the decision not to autop- 
sy or embalm the president’s body are 
obviously spurious. More intriguing 
theories revolve around the activities of 
a Russian emigre photographer and 
Russian emigre painter who were at the 
compound in Warm Springs, Georgia, 
when the president collapsed. 
U.S.Army Intelligence is rumored to 
have opposed the entry onto the Warm 
Springs estate of a photographer with 
questionable bona fides named 
Nicholas “Robbins/’Born Nikolas 
Kotzunbinsly, he had been advised by 
an immigration official to lake the 
name of “Kobbins” but became 
“Robbins” after the kept writing his K’s 
to look like R’s. He succeeded in get- 
ting permission to enter the compound 
mainly because Elizabeth Shoumatoff, 
who is not well known for her exclu- 
sive watercolor portraits of America’s 
richest families, FDR, President 
Lyndon Johnson, and former Liberian 
President William Tubman, had men- 
tioned the problem to Lucy 
Rutherford,who bad commissioned her 
to paint a life-size watercolor portrait of 
FDR. Rutherford, in tum, brought it up- 
with the president, and as a result, 
Nicholas K was let into the estate. 

The question of who was 
“Robbins” has been made more intrigu- 
ing by the recent release of 
Shoumatoff s autobiography posthu- 
mously by her son Nicholas 
Shoumatoff in 1990. In that work, in 
which Elizabeth Shoumatoff also re- 
veals that FDR kept a bust of a Russian 
occult leader in the living room of his 
Hyde Park residence and accuses FDR 
of having belonged to a secret Russian 
cult, she admits that she had only a pro- 
fessional relationship with Nicholas K 
since the mid- 1 930’ s and was working 
with him painting portraits for the 
Rutherfords in the early 1940’s. 
Nevertheless, Elizabeth wrote that she 
“gave him the best reference... lie kept 
his mouth shut all these years.” This 
was a strange statement not only for the 
fact that she lauds his silence about 
events of the day, but for the fact that 
she paints, in the same autobiography, 
an unflattering portrait of Nicholas 
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as an extremely irritating person, one 
who was always nagging, complaining, 
and trying to boss everyone around. 
Why then did she give him a favorable 
reference? 

Elizabeth Sboumatoffs behavior 
was also the focus of attention of some 
senior FBI officials in 1945 and later, 
Jim Bishop. There is no question, even 
from her own autobiography, that she 
panicked when she saw the president 
collapse. Her behavior was odd, but by 
no means incriminating. Tales of how 
she might have poisoned or shot the 
president, which were widely discussed 
in the late 1940* s are simply not credi- 
ble. After all, there were many people 
in the room, and on the grounds, within 
earshot, including a butler, a maid, his 
cousin, his mistress, several Secret 
Service agents, and his medical staff 
(Dr.Howard Bruenn, Dr. James Paulin, 
and Major George Fox). 

More intriguing was a comment 
in SboumatofTs book that an acquain- 
tance had told her roughly a month be- 
fore that FDR would die in April. Her 
comments are frankly bizarre and are 
quoted here in full: 

As I think on it now, I wonder 
why I did not then remember a strange 
statement made to me over the 
phone just before leaving for Warm 
Springs. It came from a woman I 
bad known for many years, who always 
seemed to have advance informa- 
tion about people and events, the 

source of which was clouded in 
mystery, but I suspected an 

astrological basis. For instance, 
she informed me of FDR’s trip to 

Casablanca about a week before 
anyone else knew. Shortly before 

I left for Warm Springs, I asked 
her the question that was uppermost 
in the minds of all: “When will 
the war end?” Without hesitation she 
answered, “In about a month, and 
so will the president. 

Who was this acquaintance? 
Unfortunately, her autobiography does 
not provide the answer. Was it Marie 
AvinofF, the wife of Elizabeth’s brother 
who managed to escape to the U.S. in 
1938, even though her husband was ar- 
rested and died in the GULAG? Her es- 
cape from Bolshevik Russia was ex- 
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traordinary, since she was obviously a 
prime candidate for extermination by 
any of Josef Stalin’s henchmen, and it 
was highly unusual in those days to- 
have a wife spared from her husband’s 
fate. 

Jim Bishop and James Roosevelt, 
repeating a story this author has learned 
was widely discussed within the FBI at 
the time, described in books published 
in the 1970’s how Mrs. Shoumatoff 
acted in a rather bizarre fashion once 
the president collapsed. Their accounts 
also contradict those of Shoumatoff 
with regard to several key events. 
Shoumatoff claimed that the president 
was sitting for her at one end of a large 
room that contained only two other 
people: FDR’s cousin Margaret 

Sucklcy and Mrs. Winthrop “Lucy” 
Rutherford. However, the latter two 
were sufficiently removed that they 
were, in Sboumatoffs words, “at first 
unaware of what happened.” This di- 
rectly contradicts most accounts of 
events by participants. Bishop’s version 
of events has Polly as the one to First 
notice that FDR had fainted, and also 
has Shoumatoff screaming and running 
out the front door of the house as soon 
as Polly asked if the president was “all 
right.” 

Shoumatoff also claimed that it 
was Lucy Rutherford who urged that 
she, Lucy, and Nicholas Robbins 
quickly pack up leave the estate. 
However, Bishop claims that Mrs. 
Rutherford was simply dumbfounded 
when Shoumatoff came back into the 
room and started yelling at her to 
“Hurry!” and leave the estate. Within 
minutes, Shoumatoff had called 
"Robbins”, who was staying at the 
Warm Springs Hotel, to “bring the car 
up." 

Shoumatoff does admit that she 
immediately began packing and hurried 
to leave the compound, which was sur- 
rounded by a platoon of U.S. Marines 
and several Secret Service agents, with 
Lucy Rutherford. When “Robbins” ar- 
rived in a Cadillac, Shoumatoff and 
Rutherford were both carrying then- 
own bags and quickly jumped into the 
car. Bishop writes that, “Robbins 
couldn’t understand why. at a time like 
this, they had to run.” Shoumatoff told 
him to head for Aiken, South Carolina. 
When they had departed from the com- 
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pound, the car pulled over to allow E. 
Shoumatoff to get into the dirver's seat. 
In Macon, Georgia, Elizabeth pulled 
over to call the estate to determine if 
the president was dead, but she claims 
that she knew the answer as soon as an 
operator asked it she had heard about 
the president’s death. 

The fact that Shoumatoff and 
Lucy had been in the room when the 
president collapsed was later withheld 
from the press, leading to erroneous 
initial reports that FDR had been pos- 
ing for the “artist...Nicholas Robbins.” 
In fact, Shoumatoff writes that a state 
trooper stopped both her and Robbins 
that evening and asked if Mr. 
“Robbins” was the “artist” at the com- 
pound. “Robbins M lied by nodding 
yes, while Shoumatoff wrote that she 
“kept as quiet as a mouse.” Why 
Sboumatoffs name was withheld is not 
clear, except that she had been commis- 
sioned to paint FDR by Lucy 
Rutherford. But then, so was Nicholas 
“Robbins.” 

Shoumatoff admits that even 
though she bad done nothing wrong she 
was terrified of being publicly revealed 
and questioned about the president’s 
death. In fact, she was the subject of a 
nation-wide search by police initiated 
by the FBI and Senator William Langer 
of North Dakota, who eventually man- 
aged to track her down with the FBI’s 
help in the dark early morning of April 
13 at a dilapidated hotel in an obscure 
backwater. The Senator politely re- 
quested that she travel to Washington, 
D.C., the next day to answer questions 
about the president's death. Mr. 
“Robbins” then insisted that, “you can- 
not go.” Instead, they traveled to the 
New York apartment of Nicholas R. 
only to find it besieged by reporters. 
What happened next? Nicholas R. 
swung the car around and sped through 
the streets of New York chased by re- 
porters. They ended up at the house of 
her daughter, Sophie (Zoric). 

Another conspiracy theory raised 
by Josephson was that Roosevelt may 
have been poisoned by the Soviet secret 
police during the Teheran Conference, 
following which both Churchill and 
Roosevelt fell ill. To support bis case, 
Josephson pointed to the odd circum- 
stances of the death of FDR’s military 
aid. Major General Edwin “Pa” 
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Watson, on the return trip from Yalta. 
Such speculation has usually been 
sprinkled with verifiable facts to lend 
legitimacy to them, including the fact 
that Stalin offered, and Roosevelt ac- 
cepted, to put the U.S. delegation up in 
the Soviet embassy at Teheran (done, 
according to certain Soviet defectors 
and recent investigations to improve 
surveillance of the delegation). 
However, after the conference, accord- 
ing to Mclntire, the president did not 
fall gravely ill, as some have alleged, 
but only suffered from an attack of in- 
fluenza and a bronchial infection. 

What rationale could Stalin have 
bad for ordering FDR’s assassination? 
Most analysts of Soviet affairs would 
argue that there could not be one, par- 
ticularly since Roosevelt has been un- 
fairly accused of betraying the Poles at 
Yalta. However, by April, 1945, rela- 
tions between FDR and Stalin had 
grown tense over Western negotiations 
for the surrender of German forces in 
Italy and Stalin's increasing isolation of 
the London Poles from the formation of 
a new government in Warsaw. Stalin 
had bristled at not being informed until 
March 12, 1945, of the initiative by SS 
General Karl Wolff on February 25, 
1945, to negotiate the surrender of all 
German forces in Italy. When informed 
of plans to begin negotiations, Stalin 
insisted that the dealings stop at once, 
most likely out of concern that it could 
lead to a transfer of German forces to 
the Oder or worse, a separate peace be- 
tween Germany and the Western allies. 
Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov was 
quoted as telling Sir Archibald Clark 
Kerr that, “the Soviet government sees 
not a misunderstanding, hut something 
worse.” Stalin’s anger was evident in a 
message of protest received by FDR on 
March 17, so much so that Roosevelt 
simply refused to believe that it was the 
same man who he thought he had be- 
friended at Yalta. He even asked the 
U.S. Ambassador in Moscow, Averill 
Harriman, to determine whether Stalin 
was still in control! Reacting to this 
portent of the Cold War, Roosevelt 
found himself longing to lake another 
rest at Warm Springs. However, the 
subject of the Berne negotiations and 
Stalin's sense that Roosevelt and 
Churchill were conspiring to allow 
Hitler to continue the war against the 



Soviet Union, reached FDR at Warm 
Springs. On April 3, Stalin sent a long 
message to FDR, in which he claimed 
that Germany had “ceased the war 
against England and the United States.” 
Stalin no doubt never forgot Vice 
President Truman’s famous words on 
June 24. 1941, in which he declared: 
“If we see that Germany is winning we 
ought to help Russia and if Russia is 
winning we ought to help Germany and 
that way let them kill as many as possi- 
ble.” With victory in sight and Soviet 
and Western forces racing to capture as 
much German territory as possible be- 
fore the surrender, it would have been 
entirely logical for Stalin, who had a 
conspiratorial and Machiavellian world 
view, to disrupt the allied coalition by 
helping to bring to power a man who he 
would expect could be relatively isola- 
tionist and at odds with Charles de 
Gaulle and the British leadership over 
the future of Germany and America’s 
role in a post-war Europe. Moreover, 
Stalin was aware through various intel- 
ligence sources that FDR and the other 
senior U.S. military officers were seri- 
ously talking about not demobilizing 
after the war in preparation for a possi- 
ble showdown with the Soviet Union. 

Where do we go from here? Two 
avenues for future research to 
prove/disprove the theory that FDR 
was assassinated are evident. The first 
is to find out who was the well-in- 
formed acquaintance of E.Shoumatoff 
who (old her that FDR would die in 
April, 1945? Was it Marie Avinoff? 
Did that person have any connection to 
Nicholas “Robbins", and is there any 
truth to the rumor that U.S. Army intel- 
ligence did not want him near the presi- 
dent -and why? The second is to exam- 
ine archives in Moscow for information 
on the activities of “wet affairs” bu- 
reaus in early 1945. Unfortunately, 
records for these groups are now locat- 
ed in the Central Archive of the 
Ministry of Security of the Russian 
Federation (MBRF), and are tightly 
controlled. 



James Burke is a historian specializing 
in Soviet affairs currently working on a 
hook on Soviet military counter-intelli- 
gence. 



The Strange Case of 
Karl Gustav Hulten 

By Leslie Carter 



When AWOL United States para- 
trooper Karl Gustav Hulten was hanged in 
England in 1945 for the murder of a London 
taxi driver, he became the only American 
ever executed in Britain, a fact that 1 feel 
that Americans should be aware of. 

The Hulten case has many slants and 
angels with the most perplexing being the 
miscarriage of justice perpetrated against 
Hulten who paid the full price for his crime 
while his little cockney cohort, Betty Jones, 
who was with him when the victim was 
shot, escaped the gallows. Even Jones’ own 
people, the citizens of Great Britain, were 
indignant that she should be spared while 
the American wasn’t. 

Hulten had swaggered around 
London's blacked-out nether regions mas- 
querading as a big shot Chicago gangster 
heading back stateside to resume leading the 
mob as soon as he got out of the army. 
Meanwhile, he told Jones, the young widow 
of a British soldier, that he bossed a big 
London gang. 

As “Second- Lieutenant Ricky Allen” 
and “Georgina Grayson”, aided by the 
blackout, the pair pulled a succession of 
strong arm robberies while spoiling to com- 
mit a really big one. The so called "Cleft 
Chin Murder.” 

With the war’s end in sight and with 
the whole of Britain anxious to do nothing to 
anger the United States whose entry into the 
war had ensured there would, indeed, always 
be an England, Hulten's pending fate had di- 
vided the nation. Most Britons favored a 
prison term for Hulten rather than execution 
especially after Jones was reprieved! "It was 
all Georgia's idea,” Hulten had claimed. *1 
did it to please her.” So delicate was the 
controversy surrounding the case that British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill himself 
intervened in an effort to spare Hulten's life. 
But Home Secretary Herbert Morrison, in a 
rare show of defiance, refused to budge de- 
spite his superior’s eloquence. It wasn't just 
Churchill, either. Famed playwright George 
Bernard Shaw demanded in the press that if 
Hulten went then so should Jones I Then 
American Ambassador to Great Britain. 
John G. Winal, spent an hour with Morrison 
negotiating for the soldier’s life, all in vain. 

A 250-strong crowd assembled out- 
side London's Pentonville Prison protesting 
Hulten’s execution led by prominent British 
opponent of capital punishment, Violet Van 
der Elst. “He came here to fight, not to 
hang.” she yelled, echoing the sentiments of 
a vast majority of her follow countrymen. 
‘They want to hang the American yet they 
let the girl off. It’s a damn shame!” 

Jones served nine years, remarried and 
was reported as emigrating to the United 
States. 

Karl Gustav Hulten died on the very 
day his comrades in General George S. 
Patton's Third Army reached the Rhine, 
sealing Germany's defeat. He never knew 
that “Georgie’’ had been reprieved. 



BACK CHANNELS 



Pag* JO 



A Brief Sketch of Harold Weisberg 

By Mike Stanke 



The interval of 1960-1975, were 
frenzied years in the United States. 
Assassinations of major political fig- 
ures, increased racial tensions and riots, 
gut wrenching conflicts over the Viet 
Nam War, political tales of disillusion- 
ment in Watergate, Church Committee 
revelations of assassination assign- 
ments of the CIA, and a variety of 
many other gloomy events gave this era 
more villains and few heroes. Politics, 
more than any other segment of soci- 
ety, took the heaviest critical blow. By 
the mid 1970's, there remained little of 
the 1950's pseudo confidence in the 
American government. Luckily, our na- 
tion was blessed with a small number 
of people that tried to keep the United 
States and its citizens on a straight and 
trustworthy road. One such person was, 
and still is, a true American hero. His 
name is Harold Weisberg. 

To astute students of mid-twenti- 
eth century American history, the name 
Harold Weisberg conjures up the title, 
“Grandfather of the Assassinations 
Writers." It is a title well -deserved. 
This so called nickname was earned by 
his tenacious spirit in researching that 
was developed well before the 1960’s. 
Mr. Weisberg had already established a 
distinguished career in World War 11. 
Prior to the U.S. entry into that conflict, 
he collected and delivered important 
data to agents of the British Ministry of 
Economic Warfare. These earlier writ- 
ings were well received by correspon- 
dents. congressmen, cabinet officers, 
and the White House. 

During World War 11, Weisberg 
worked with allied cartels dealing with 
economic and political warfare issues. 
Also, he was absorbed in the analysis 
of data collected by the OSS, a prede- 
cessor of the CIA. He was" . not a 
spook for the organization." as be em- 
phatically has stated many times. His 
investigative work in WWll was widely 
recognized as laying the foundation for 



taking over Nazi property and proper 
use of foreign funds. Mr. Weisberg's 
work greatly assisted the Justice and 
Treasury Departments, which used his 
information to legally attack the Nazi 
government. 

At the beginning of the war, 
Harold Weisberg was often consulted 
by congressional committees, including 
the War Preparedness Committee head- 
ed by then Senator Harry S. Truman. 
He also worked as a newspaper and 
magazine writer during the 1940’s and 
1950's. 

During the early Kennedy years, 
his “Geese for Peace" got the Peace 
Corps its first good publicity break. Mr. 
Weisberg maintained that many under- 
developed nations needed basic training 
and information on improving their 
quality of life. Harold pointed out that 
the geese he was raising at his farm 
were a good example of what could be 
used in supporting the agricultural 
plans of many third power nations. 

Harold's involvement with the 
JFK assassination began on a late au- 
tumn day in 1963. He was listening to a 
local radio station while working on his 
farm. He had entered a contest that 
asked listeners to describe the unusual 
circumstances they were involved in 
while listening to this particular radio 
program. To his surprise be heard that 
his response was the winner;he broke 
into a smile. Before his next thought 
could be formed, a news break inter- 
rupted the broadcast, “Flash from 
Dallas, Tex as ; shots were fired at the 
presidential motorcade..." In one swift 
moment, Harold was removed from a 
momentary feeling of country happi- 
ness, to a wasteland that was more for- 
bidding then T.S. Elliot ever imagined. 
On November 22, 1963, Harold 

Weisberg had two roads before him; he 
chose the one less traveled. 

In less than three weeks, Lyndon 
Johnson had created an executive in- 
vestigation committee to look into the 

5m 



JFK assassination. Within fifteen 
months, Harold's varied and massive 
amount of experience and investigative 
training would soon come to great use. 
When the Warren Commission Report 
(900 + pages) was officially delivered 
to President Johnson on September 24, 
1963, Mr. Weisberg went to work. 

Using government documents, he 
proved that the Warren Commission 
was nothing more than a whitewash. 
IBs first book, which was titled. 
Whitewash: The Report on the Warren 
Commission , blasted the Commission’s 
research methods, its blind following of 
the FBI’s report, its outright lying, dis- 
torting and/or ignoring of critical infor- 
mation. Because of these major defi- 
ciencies, most of the Warren Com- 
mission’s Findings were rejected by Mr. 
Weisberg. 

Whitewash l was completed in 
early 1965, less than five months after 
the commission published its findings. 
Eventually, his book had to be self- 
published. When an author has his 
work self-published, it usually means it 
is of questionable quality and/or not of 
interest to the public. However, in 
Weisberg's case, this was not true. 

Publisher after publisher stated 
that his book was well written and ex- 
tremely saleable. Here are some exam- 
ples of publishers' comments. " / am 
afraid, for a myriad of reasons f that I 
must simply echo what I am sure has 
been written to you by other publishers- 
in the main that -you have written a 
valid and in my opinion high potential- 
ly saleable book (15.000 +) but it is 
nonetheless not something that we wish 
to publish. What can I say: / think 
you ' re a damned good writer who has 
written a damned good book and l sin- 
cerely wish you best of luck else- 
where. ” 

Another publisher replied, “/ have 
read your material, The Report on the 
Warren Commission,with tremendous 
interest. You have obviously put in a lot 
of work and the result is a highly read- 
able and convincing document. 
However, for reasons too numerous to 
go into, we have decided not to go for 
it. I want to thank you for coming in 
with it and for the opportunity to speak 
to you. Certainly one day soon you 
must find a publisher with the enthusi- 
asm and courage necessary. 
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Still another publisher responded. 
Personalty, I think the book could have 
a very big sale in this country if proper- 
ly presented In Europe, where every- 
one believes there was a conspiracy, 
there is every reason to expect the book 
would be a best seller. 

Almost, every publisher (103 
publishers were contacted) had nothing 
but praise for his book. Whitewash: the 
Report on the Warren Commission. Yet 
not a single publisher decided to take 
on the book. SeveraJ newspapers ini- 
tially had great interest in serializing it, 
yet none of them did. One paper said 
Weisberg ’s book was incredibly inter- 
esting, but would not serialize it “ be- 
cause they just didn’t believe it.” 
However, not one person ever cited a 
single significant error. Never has a 
book received so much acclaim and yet 
not received any type of publication. 
The question that begs asking is-why? 

First and foremost, the media of 
the middle 1960;s simply did not have 
the will or the courage to challenge the 
government One must remember the 
times. To challenge the FBI, CIA or the 
President, and the highly esteemed blue 
ribbon WaiTen Commission was too 
much a political and economic risk for 
almost any organization. With hind- 
sight, many publishers now believe 
their fears were not always legitimate, 
but at the time they felt consciously 
that to challenge the findings and the 
governmental sources was taboo. The 
early 1960’s was not a time when the 
media had Woodwards and Bernsteins 
doing publicly acclaimed investigative 
journalistic studies. Rather, it was a 
time when most Americans viewed out 
institutions with blind reverence, or at 
least viewed them through rose-tinted 
glasses. Any other view would be con- 
sidered unpatriotic and, therefore, 
would have negative economic implica- 
tions to persons or publishers. 

Also, from a pragmatic stand 
point, the Warren Commission was 
massive. Few, if any of the media had 
the time or energy to do any meaning- 
ful assessment of the methods and final 
results of the commission. In short, 
Harold Weisberg's book was...” a book 
that could not be printed.” 

Since his first book, Harold soon 
became known as *‘lhc grandfather of 
all the JFK assassination researchers.” 



It is a title we 11 -deserved, for he has 
maintained an objectivity in his re- 
search that many other assassination 
authors have not. But besides the thou- 
sands of hours he has spent on his 
work, he has also spent thousands of 
his own dollars in the pursuit of the 
truth. The argumentative issues of the 
JFK assassination have never been one 
where money was a first consideration 
for Mr.Weisberg. His actions proved 
that he was more concerned that citi- 
zens of our country know the truth, 
than distort the truth and fill his pockets 
with silver coins. Had money been his 
major concern, Harold had. and still 
has, scores of opportunities to lend he 
name to other authors and producers 
that dealt, less than honestly, with the 
Kennedy assassination. However, he 
has steadfastly maintained his princi- 
ples. 

Several people, myself included, 
have suggested his life story would 
make an interesting autobiography. 
However, Harold has never wanted any 
part of iL ‘I don’t have enough ego, and 
I prefer to use my time on much more 
important items of substance. You have 
to remember, at my age, priority be- 
comes extremely important; everything 
I decide to do takes time away from 
something else. I just don’t consider 
my life story as important as the gov- 
ernmental issues I address in the JFK 
assassination.” 

Although eighty year old Harold 
Weisberg is not in the best of health (he 
has a number of maladies) his mind is 
still extremely sharp. He often 
says’’.. .my mind isn’t what it used to 
be..” However, after talking with him 
on many occasions, Harold can still 
quickly bring up events, people, and in- 
tricate details of the past with apparent 
ease. To put it bluntly, his mind is bet- 
ter than any other person’s in the field, 
both now and in the past. 

Besides having a quick mind 
filled with a vast amount of knowledge, 
Mr. Weisberg does not pull his punches 
when he discusses issues or people in 
the JFK assassination field. The late 
Jim Garrison, for example, received a 
mixed but straight forward appraisal. 
Weisberg, who worked with Garrison, 
smiled when he started talking about 
the “jolly green giant." ” As a person, 
Jim was friendly and warm. He just had 



a way with people. He. at times, could 
be the most personable man I ever 
knew. But his investigation quickly 
turned into a farce. He tried to do too 
much with too little evidence. Sylvia 
Meager warned me about him. but I 
didn’t listen. Long before the trial of 
Clay Shaw, it was obvious Garrison 
had no case. I told him he didn’t have a 
case and, if he took his case to court, he 
would not only lose, but would deserve 
to lose. I gave him some suggestions to 
follow; if he wouldn’t follow them, 
then I was going to leave. Well, 
Ganrison didn’t take them, so I left. 
Sylvia was absolutely right about him.” 

Other authors that printed lies and 
knew they printed lies, were blasted by 
Harold. “It is obvious that some of the 
so called experts wanted only to make 
money on this tragic event in our histo- 
ry. Even worse, they muddied the wa- 
ters of the honest writers, making it dif- 
ficult (if not impossible) for the com- 
mon citizen to know what is factual and 
what is pure unadulterated bullshit.” 

To this day, Harold Weisberg has 
held severul JFK assassination re- 
searchers in very high esteem. Sylvia 
Meagher, Howard Roffman, and 
Professor David Wrone are a few peo- 
ple that over the years have earned the 
respect of ‘The Grandfather." “People 
like Sylvia, Howard and David repre- 
sent the honest hard working research 
writers that are concerned in finding the 
truth.” 

Presently, Harold Weisberg is liv- 
ing in Frederick. Maryland with his 
wife, Lillian. 

Harold has just finished his last 
book on the Kennedy assassination. 
Never Again. It will be a thirty year 
overview of the JFK murder and should 
be released before the end of the year. 
He now spends his days answering 
mail, giving radio interviews, talking 
to people and, together with his wife, 
filling out orders for his books. Harold 
also accommodates serious researchers 
by allowing them to dig through his 
mammoth collection of information lo- 
cated in his basement. Over the last 
thirty years, Mr. Weisberg has obtained 
thousands of documents dealing with 
the JFK and Martin Luther King assas- 
sinations. Large metal filing cabinets 
circle the outer walls of 75% of his 
basement. Even more filing cabinets 
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line the center of the room. It is a mind 
boggling sight to behold. 

Although some might think that 
obtaining government documents is a 
relatively easy task, especially when 
the Freedom of Information Act of 
1967 was passed, this is not always 
true. Much of the critical material that 
Weisberg finally obtained did not come 
easily. He often put up with exasperat- 
ing governmental tactics that tried to 
discourage any would be researcher. 

It is from his determined spirit 
that be published for the American peo- 



ple the Whitewash Series, Oswald in 
New Orleans, Post Mortem, and the 
soon to be released. Never Again. 
Those who have carefully studied his 
works know that he has definitively 
proved that John Kennedy’s murder 
was never properly investigated by the 
government, and that the government 
KNEW it was not properly investi- 
gated. And, it is because of this im- 
properly investigated tragic event that 
there are now so many questions with 
so few solid answers. 

I asked Harold what be feels most 



proud of in the last thirty years? After a 
brief hesitation, because he does not 
like to glorify himself, he replied, 
*\..my files of documents that will be 
available to the American public." 
Harold will donate his materials to 
Hunter's College, the same college to 
which Sylvia Meagher has already left 
her treasure of information. 

Michael Stanke lives in Wisconsin and 
is the author of The Annotative 
Bibliography of the JFK Assassination. 




Orders received before November 22, 1993 will receive a 
SPECIAL JFK PEN! 
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’Time's glory is to calm contending kings. 

To unmask falsehood, and bring truth to light. " 

William Shakespeare 
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In August, the federal government, including the CIA, 
opened 800,000 formally secret files on the assassination of 
President Kennedy. Included in the release of materials was 
the so called “Lopez Report “(see article) on the activities of 
Lee Harvey Oswald in Mexico City in September, 1963. In its 
new policy of openness begun by former CIA Director 
Robert Gates, the CIA will release next year thousands of its 
secret files on such Cold War hot spots as the Bay of Pigs in- 
vasion. the plot to overthrow Guatemalan President Arbcnz 
and the toppling from power of the late Prime Minister 
Mohammed Mossadegh of Iran. Many of these new files, es- 
pecially on the Bay of Pigs, will only add to the new volume 
of material on the JFK assassination and of the Kennedy ad- 
ministration. 

□ □□□□ 

The National Archives in September released to the pub- 
lic 275 early phone conversations of President Lyndon 
Johnson right after he succeeded John F. Kennedy. 
According to the transcripts, LBJ at first balked at the idea of 
creating a federal commission to deal with JFK's murder. 
“We don’t need a bunch of carpetbaggers", be said. Johnson 
was so worried about a possible foreign conspiracy involving 
either Cuba or the Soviet Union that he finally gave the go- 
ahead for what eventually turned out to be the Warren 
Commission. 



□ □□□□ 

The recent peace agreement between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in which self-rule 
was granted to the Palestinian population of Jericho and the 
Gaza strip, was negotiated in a secret, back channel operation 
in Norway. In April, 1992. an Israeli diplomat named Yosi 
Beilin met Terje Larsen, the head of a research group study- 
ing the plight of the refugees in the Israeli occupied territo- 
ries. Mr. Larsen proposed to use Norway as a secret meeting 
place between Israel and the P.L.O. Over the course of a year, 
senior Israeli diplomats met with Abu Alaa, a top aide to 
Yasir Arafat. During the course of these meetings, many of 
the top Israeli leaders knew nothing of the discussions until an 
agreement was reached. 



□ □□□□ 

Former Texas Governor and U.S. Treasury Secretary 
John Connally died in May. Connally, who was ruling with 
President Kennedy when the president was killed, suffered se- 
vere wounds but survived. In testimony before the Warren 
Commission Connally said that he believed he was not hit by 
the first shoL He also remarked that “there were either two or 
three people involved or more in this or someone was shoot- 
ing an automatic rifle." At the time of his death, Connally still 
had bullet fragments in his wrist which if examined, might 
have revealed the type of gun used to kill the president. 



The real reason for the Watergate burglary still fasci- 
nates the public. 20 years after it took place. In a new book 
by author Charles Higham called Howard Hughes: The Secret 
Life, a link to the reclusive billionaire is revealed. According 
to Mr. Higham, Bernard Barker, one of the men arrested in 
the office of Democratic Chairman Larry O'Brien in the 
Watergate building, told him that the reason for the break-in 
was to retrieve evidence linking money provided by Fidel 
Castro to the candidacy of Democrat George McGovern. 
Barker further stated that Hughes was in constant touch with 
E. Howard Hunt and that Hughes had a plane waiting to take 
the buglers to Nicaragua after the mission was done. 



□ □□□□ 

Jack Ruby's movements on the morning he killed Lee 
Harvey Oswald in the basement of the Dallas Police 
Headquarters on November 24, 1963 have been of interest to 
many assassination researchers. Shortly before Ruby shot 
Oswald he went to the local Western Union office and wired 
$25.00 to Karen Carlin, a stripper who worked in his club. 
Over the years it has been believed that Carlin died or left no 
trace. Now, in a new book by John Davis (see review) called 
The Kennedy Contract, the Mafia Plot to Assassinate the 
President , Carlin, it now seems, is alive and has her own story 
to tell. According to Mr. Davis, Carlin told Gary Shaw that 
Ruby told her to call him on the morning of Oswald's shoot- 
ing requesting the money and that she knew of a plot to kill 
JFK involving Carlos Marcello and Santos TrafTicante, Jr. 



□ □□□□ 

The Israeli Supreme Court reversed the conviction of 
ex-Nazi guard John Demjanjuk aka, Ivan the Terrible for 
his part in the deaths of thousands of Jews during World War 
II. Mr. Demjanjuk was deported from the United States where 
he had been living with his family in Cleveland, Ohio. He was 
stripped of his U.S. citizenship, sent to Israel where he was 
originally convicted of helping to kill Jews at the concentra- 
tion camp at Treblinka, Poland. The Israeli high court ruled 
in favor of Mr. Demjanjuk only when previously held KGB 
files proved that he was not “Ivan the Terrible” despite eye- 
witness testimony to the contrary. Mr. Demjanjuk has now re- 
turned to the United States and is now in hiding. 



□ □□□□ 

In a recent article in the New Yorker magazine, author 
Seymour Hersh has disclosed new information held in the 
National Archives concerning Richard Nixon, Watergate 
and other political assassination attempts. When George 
Wallace was shot on May 15. 1972 by Arthur Bremmer, 
Nixon wanted to capitalize on the shooting. He ordered 
Charles Colson to send E. Howard Hunt to break into 
Bremmer’ s apartment and place material relating to the cam- 
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paign of Democrat George McGovern. Hunt’s trip to 
Bremmer’s Milwaukee home did not lake place as the F.B.I. 
had sealed off the residence to only authorized personnel. The 
National Archives is yet to release the forty-two million pages 
of Nixon administration documents including four thousand 
hours of tape recordings of the Nixon years. 



□ □□□□ 

A now defunct charter airline company located in Miami 
has been linked in a conspiracy involving the transportation of 
illegal drugs and covert CIA operations. The airline called 
Conner Air was owned and operated by the late Gus Connor 
who started his company after World War II. Over the years, 
Connor Air did work for the CIA and other government agen- 
cies. During that time Connor Air had disputes with the FAA 
which took exception to some of their business practices. To 
confirm this new government harassment, Gus Connor hired 
former mercenary and anti-Castro adventurer Gerry Patrick 
Hemming as chief of security. Hemming convinced Connor 
of various CIA-FAA-DEA plots to undermine his business. 
AfteT a disputed run-in with DEA officials at their Miami 
headquarters. Gus Connor died of heart related problems. 



With the ending of the Cold War, new information con- 
cerning East German espionage activities against the West has 
come out. One of the East's top former spymasters was 
Harry Schutt, who ran the HVA, the spy agency responsible 
for military and counterespionage in the Ministry of State 
Security. Schutt ran Department 9 from 1977-1990 and was 
successful in infiltrating dozens of spies into the WesL 
Among Scbutt’s most important moles were Jeffrey Carney, 
a USAF Sargent, James Hall, a US Army intelligence analyst 
and a West German named Alfred Spuhler who served as a 
clandestine courier. 



□ □□□□ 



There has been a long standing interest in any organized 
crime ties on behalf of Sirhan Sirhan. the man convicted of 
killing Senator Robert Kennedy. It seems that two of 
Sirhan's lawyers, Russell Parsons and Grant Cooper, repre- 
sented many organized crime figures. Parson's defended 
mobster Mickey Cohen and Joseph Sica . Grant Cooper repre- 
sented Johnny Roselli who secretly worked with the CIA- 
Mafia plots to assassinate Cuba's Fidel Castro. 



□ □□□□ 

The circumstances surrounding the secret 1974 U.S. 
mission to raise a sunken Soviet Golf Class nuclear subma- 
rine may finally be solved. In 1968, a Soviet nuclear 
equipped submarine exploded and sank in the Pacific ocean. 
750 miles northwest of Hawaii. The CIA contracted with 
Howard Hughes to build the Glomar Explorer to try to sal- 
vage the submarine. Newly released Soviet archives report 
that two nuclear warheads were recovered from the Golf 
Class sub-(see The CIA, Hughes & Project Jennifer; Back 
Channels Voi 1 No. 4. pg. 18). 



□ □□□□ 



□ □□□□ 

One of the many unanswered questions surrounding the 
JFK assassination is the possible connection of Guy Banister 
and the CIA. Banister was an ex-FBI agent who, at the time of 
the assassination, operated a private detective agency in New 
Orleans at 544 Camp St. When Lee Harvey Oswald was ar- 
rested for disturbing the peace, the address listed on his Fair 
Play For Cuba Committee flyers was 544 Camp St. Gorden 
Novel, an ex-bank robber with tics to Banister, told an inter- 
esting story concerning the late FBI agent. Novel said that 50 
to 100 boxes of guns and ammunition were kept in Banister's 
office in early 1961, in preparation for the Bay of Pigs inva- 
sion. Novel also said that other munitions were kept at the 
home of David Ferrie. 



Who is Wolfgang Vogel and why was he so important a 
player in the East- West espionage game during the Cold War? 
A new book written by Craig Witney called Spy Trader 
(Times Books) tells the story of this man who, if he wasn't 
true to life, could have been invented by John Le Carre. 
Wolfgang Vogel was a lawyer living in East Germany from 
the I950’s to the late I980's. He was compromised by the old 
East German intelligence agency, STASI and began working 
for them. In time, Vogel brokered the return of such spies as 
Rudolf Abel for U-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers, East 
German spy Gunter Guillaume, who worked with the late 
German Chancellor Willie Brandt and arranged for the release 
of Soviet dissident Anatoly Shcharansky. 



□ □□□□ 

Thirty-four legal documents signed by Abraham 
Lincoln when he was a lawyer, have been found in the 
Tazewell County Courthouse in Pekin, 111. Lincoln, who trav- 
eled the Eight Judicial Circuit from 1836-61, represented all 
sorts of cases from criminal to civil. A number of the docu- 
ments were written by Lincoln but not signed by him. 
Fortunately, scholars of the Lincoln Legal Papers Project rec- 
ognized the future president's handwriting. In an interesting 
note, Lincoln, at times, signed the name of the then presiding 
state s attorney on court papers in which he had an interest. 




The JFK Murder-Criminal Conspiracy 
or Willful Misconduct? 

By Vincent Palamara 



For nearly thirty years now, many 
authors and researchers have toiled 
with the question of who killed 
President John F. Kennedy. There are 
three basic reasons why this question 
still remains unsatisfactorily resolved 
for most 

1) Oswald’s guilt cannot be dem- 
onstrated beyond a reasonable doubt. 

2) While conspiracy can not be 
demonstrated to a reasonable legal cer- 
tainty, there are too many facts, fac- 
toids, and theoretical suppositions to 
“sweep under the rug” of history. 

3) The problem of consensual 
agreement 

Point number one needs no ponti- 
fication; the reader can pursue several 
books in his/her own neighborhood li- 
brary to see this clearly. Point number 
two may shock some researchers-this 
author feels strongly that no one has yet 
made a viable criminal case of conspir- 
acy suitable for the legal arena (Mark 
Lane’s court case not withstanding). 
This is not to say that great inroads 
have not been made in our overall 
knowledge of the case, and in our un- 
derstanding of the matrix of the under- 
lying reactionary forces underpinning 
many aspects of the case (i.e., Hoover’s 
FBI, the CIA/mafia plots to kill Castro, 
Oswald’s bizarre life). 

Current “history” and telephone 
surveys aside, conspiracy is not an his- 
torical fact in the eyes of the legal 
community to which the ultimate ver- 
dict must rest if we are to have justice 
in this case. However, because the av- 
erage citizen believes there was indeed 
a conspiracy, and the U.S. government 
dissents, many researchers have be- 
come bogged down in the minutia of 
Dealey Plaza proving and reproving 
their own individual claims in a morbid 
“rubiks cube”- like pursuit of the 
“truth”, spinning their wheels in the 



hopes of...well...exactly what is the in 
lent? News polls, literary royalties, and 
box office returns for “JFK” demon- 
strate that the people are on their side- 
need any more proof of its own conclu- 
sions? Alas, herein lies the dilemma-the 
U.S. government will only turn away at 
the notion of conspiracy (unless “new 
evidence” comes forward-what, like 
Roscoe White and Tom Wilson’s as- 
yel-unproven- &-probably-unproveable 
photo “discoveries"?). It is to this offi- 
cial roadblock that the research com- 
munity toils in a cottage industry of 
conspiracy conventions, books, and ar- 
ticles, knowing in their heart of hearts 
that a legal case for conspiracy cannot 
(at the present time) be made. 

Point number three is the self-in- 
duced roadblock that the critical com- 
munity imposes upon themselves— a 
lack of consensual agreement. The 
mafia killed JFK...the CIA murdered 
Kennedy.. .the Russians did 

it.. .Hoover.. .’’you’ re right. I’m 
wrong"... The research community is 
an adept group of professional, serious, 
and respectable men and women who 
all possess a high proficiency at bril- 
liant (and sometimes, not-so-brilliant) 
counter arguments for virtually any and 
all subjects and theories even remotely 
related to the JFK murder. This 
point/counlerpoint tendency is a cancer 
in the community -as Reverend Jesse 
Jackson said, this is the “paralysis of 
analysis.” 

Think about all of this-lhe general 
public, while feeling and/or believing 
in a conspiracy, lives in a country that 
does not acknowledge conspiracy as a 
legal, historical fact (irony number one) 
and the public’s reactions is... indiffer- 
ence. Why? Because of the research 
community (irony number two !). With 
so many jumbled facts, factoids, suppo- 
sitions. and theories, and so many 
different books, articles, and lelevsion 



programs announcing the “final solu- 
tion” to the “crime of the century”, is it 
any wonder what the ultimate result of 
this lack of consensual agreement is? 

A typical average citizen: “I be- 
lieve there was a conspiracy, but the 
government says that Oswald did it 
These researchers tell us it could be 
anybody from the mafia to a demented 
limousine driver, so. ..how about that 
Dallas Cowboys game?" (irony number 
three). 

So, where does this leave the re- 
search community (who I have no 
doubt offended hey, nothing personal— 
I’m a member)? Now that thirty years 
have passed, and two government in- 
vestigations have left us unsatisfied, it 
is lime for a new approach- While a 
legal case for criminal conspiracy is 
(presently) unattainable, a strong 
case for willful misconduct can be 
made! 

Let the government have their 
Os wald-did-it- fairy tale, let’s get to 
work (I certainly have). Forget 
Hoover’s FBI (with J. Edgar long dead 
and a monstrous bureaucracy), forget 
the CIA (if you don’t believe their lies, 
would you dare believe their truths), 
forget the Mafia (Oswald’s uncle and 
some hearsay not withstanding)... the 
Secret Service were ultimately respon- 
sible for JFK On life and death). Look 
at the following list for confirmation of 
the need to approach this case from a 
fresh angel-the notion of a case for 
criminal negligence (a.k.a. willful mis- 
conduct): 

1 . The pltuuuQg °f JFK’s trip lo Dallas 
was a Secret Service task. More lo the 
point, contrary to “official” history, the 
Secret Service was responsible for both the 
publication and the hazardous change of the 
motorcade route (1 1/18 1 1/19/63) 

2. The bubWetop’s removal was a 
Secret Service decision. 

3. The removal of agents was a Secret 
Service decision. 

4. The Secret Service knew about sev- 
eral mortal threats to JFK’s life made merely 
days before Dallas (Hoover did relay some 
threats after all). 

5. The Secret Service altered the 
Dallas Police Department' motorcycle de- 
ployment plans specifically for 1 1/22/63. 

6. The Secret Service altered the 
Dallas Police Department's plan to have a 
squad car in dose proximity to the IFK lim- 
ousine. 

7. The S A1C of the Secret Service fol- 
low-up car ordered the men not to move dur- 
ing the shooting, even recalling one of his 
agents who began to disobey him. 
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The Liberation of Nord Hausen 
Concentration Camp 

By Robert Kubista 



8. The Secret Service covered-up the 
drinking incident of 1 1-21- 1 1-22-63. 

9. The Secret Service stole the body of 
JFK away from both the Dallas doctors and 
the U.S. Army in Washington on 1 1-22-63. 

10. The Secret Service altered the JFK 
limousine. 

11. The Secret Service altered the tes- 
timony of the Dallas doctor’s statements 
about the frontal entrance wounds. 

12. A few Secret Service agents were 
suspiciously absent from the Texas tour. 

13. The Secret Service is responsible 
for the premature approval of the Trade 
Mart as JFK’s destination on 11-22-63. 

14. The Secret Service, despite at least 
three known checks, could find not one 
threat to JFK in Texas, an impossibility. 

15. The Secret Service had primary 
knowledge of JFK’s personal and private 
life. 

16. The Secret Service is responsible 
for the alteration of the motor- cade in re- 
gards to the original, numerical order of ve- 
hicles. 

17. Secret Service agents of mysteri- 
ous repute were identified in Dealey Plaza 
on 11-22-63 apart from those officially 
known to exist. 

18. The slow turn onto Elm Street- 
and the 90 degree and 130 degree turns - 
were violations of strict Secret Service regu- 
lations. 

19. The Secret Service was responsi- 
ble for LBJ taking over Air Force One after 
the murder of JFK. 

20. Chief Rowley of the Secret 
Service admitted to an ui named study con- 
ducted in the month of November in the 
year 1963 

2 1 . The Secret Service agent who offi- 
cially had possession of the “magic bullet” 
(CE 399) docs not now remember having 
possession of it 



This is only a partial listing. 
While the author intends to outline all 
the documentation for these (and many 
more) points in his book “The Third 
Alternative-Survivor's Guilt- The 
Secret Service and the JFK Murder **, it 
is best for the research community to 
take heed- stop looking for ghosts that 
may (or may not) be on the grassy 
knoll- a legal case can be made for 
criminal negligence and willful miscon- 
duct in the case of the Secret Service 
and their respective role in the tragedy 
of 11/22/63 and the assassination of 
President Kennedy. You can look skep- 
tically at this article as a shameless 
plug for my forthcoming book- that is 
your prerogative. But take a hard look 
at the thirty year enigma that has been 
played out in Dealey Plaza; it’s your 
turn to decide if you want to still play 
the game or do what I have decided to 
do- forfeit my turn for others. 

Vincent Palamara lives in Pittsburgh 



In the race across North Central 
Germany in early April, 1945, the days 
were filled with totally unexpected 
events that no one had even thought 
possible. The normally vicious fire 
fights, and the many cross-roads en- 
counters and the murderous direct-fire 
confrontations were daily events that 
we were becoming used to. The 87th 
Armored Field Artillery Battalion was 
then attached to the 4th Cavalry Group, 
along with the 4th Cavalry and the 24th 
Cavalry Squadrons, and all were in a 
position to help screen the advancing 
1st Infantry Division. 

The fortunes of war are dramatic 
enough, but the misfortunes have an 
even greater impact upon our lives. 
Such was the sudden Liberation of the 
infamous NordHausen Concentration 
Camp on April 10, 1945, and the unex- 
pected revelation that not all camp 
commanders were murderers. In fact, 
one man in particular was vigorously 
protected and noisily defended by the 
same prisoners he had been keeping in 
captivity I 

After racing along the inside-track 
of the Ruhr Pocket, also known as the 
Rose Pocket, and then fighting through 
Brilon and Paderbom, the 87th AFA- 
BN split, with one-half going north 
through Osterode and Clausthal- 
Zcllerfeld. On the southern flank, we 
look off for Northeim and finally 
reached a sad and sorry concentration 
camp on the outskirts of Nordhausen. 
We were now partly in the 3rd 
Armored Division sector and had to be 
very careful not to engage in any 
“friendly fire" and to be unusually alert 
to use the correct, assigned radio fre- 
quencies. 

Just prior to the 10 of April, my 
battalion had passed through Paderborn 
and just beyond that, while acting as a 
Liaison Officer with the 24th Cavalry 
Squadron, we passed by an abandoned, 
massive self-propelled gun that surely 
must have been three stories high, and 
spouted maybe 12 guns sticking out ev- 



erywhere. I had never seen so large an 
armored vehicle, and I think it was- 
called the “ELEFANT’ and was simply 
left in the middle of the road, apparent- 
ly out of gas after being driven as far as 
possible from the Proving Grounds at 
Paderbom. 

Still further to the east, possibly 
near Siiberbern and Dossel, we twice 
found large black and white signs about 
3 foot by 4 foot plainly warning us not 
to enter this village because it was in- 
fected with Typhoid fever and the bu- 
bonic plague. The cardboard signs were 
“exactly” the correct size and shape, 
and were plainly intended to represent 
authentic American Military 
Government signs that were beginning 
to appear all over conquered Germany. 
The very strange and unexpected signs 
did not deter or delay us very long, be- 
cause we knew we were the lead vehi- 
cles and that there could not possibly 
be any AMG units ahead of us... the 
way to the Elbe was wide open. 

Nevertheless, after only a cursory 
examination to make certain there were 
no major Nazi units hidden in these 
towns, we quickly passed on through. 
But now, we had been alerted that the 
very spirit of enemy resistance was 
changing. And in response, we were no 
longer adhering to the age old Cavalry 
doctrine of the 4-Fs: Find, Fix. Fight, 
and Finish. Instead, we now merely 
found them, fixed them into position 
and pressed on. leaving them to be 
dealt with by following heavier units. 

Passing through the town of 
Norhhausen itself seemed little differ- 
ent than any other medium-sized 
German city.. .but outside of town, 
along the railroad tracks was a totally 
different story. We had over-run a 
major Lager, better described as not 
merely a camp, but a horrible full- 
fledged concentration camp filled with 
maybe 3000 to 4000 sick, diseased and 
dying labor and political prisoners from 
all nationalities; Belgian. French. 
Polish, Russian and even many Italians, 
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whom we had assumed were exempt 
from such forced labor. Officially, this 
hell-hole was known as ‘MITTLH - 
WERKE/DORA." 

In the rolling hills before the Mars 
mountains was an open-area that obvi- 
ously was used as a major storage area 
with many parts and pieces of construc- 
tion vehicles and hundreds of varied 
light-metaJ storage or fuel tanks, all 
about 3 feet in diameter and maybe 10 
feet long. Near the actual entrance to 
the large underground factory-assembly 
area were hundreds of 2-foot in diame- 
ter ball-shaped tanks, curiously 
wrapped with a rubber-like tension 
cord, and almost looking like massive 
balls of string. The limestone caves 
ringing the quarry were in a crescent- 
shaped, moonlike half-circle out into 
the sides of a lightly wooded hill and 
very completely and skillfully camou- 
flaged with dark colored nets. As a re- 
sult, the storage yard, while a mess of 
all sorts of partially constructed pieces 
of V-2 weapons, it was not readily 
identifiable from the air. Originally, 
this was only an assembly area for fly- 
ing V-l bombs, but as the war pro- 
gressed, manufacture of the more dan- 
gerous V-2 Vengeance weapons were 
moved here. The gates to the camp 
were open and did not seem to be par- 
ticularly prison- like, although there 
were many wooden guard towers at fre- 
quent intervals along the high, barbed- 
wire fence. 

And... suddenly out of the mouth 
of one of the cave-like factory areas 
came streaming out over a thousand 
slave- laborers, shabbily clad in their 
vertically striped pajama-like prison 
uniforms, generally shoeless and some 
wearing felt material skull-caps,. 

It was a sad and sorry mess, and I 
fully expected to be greeted with plain- 
tiff cries of joys when they first saw 
their liberators. This was our first sight 
of one of the many infamous slave-la- 
bor camps and we did not know what to 
expect, but wc were intensely curious 
to see what we could in the first min- 
utes we could spare. There was every- 
where the sickly-sweet smell of dead 
and rotting bodies, overlaid with the 
oily stench of petroleum products. 

However, instead of a joyous wel- 
come, we were greeted by a determined 
and belligerent group of noisy prison- 



ers, more than half dead for lack of 
food and desperate after months of dep- 
rivation. ..but also extremely determined 
that, of all things, their Lager 
Coininandcnte not be arrested, or exe- 
cuted on the spoil As for the few black- 
uniformed SS- personnel running 
around confused and first throwing 
down their rifles in surrender and then 
later picking them up to protect them- 
selves from the rampaging slave-labor- 
ers. ..we ignored them for the moment. 
They were obviously going to be taken 
care of by this angry crowd, and we 
need not, militarily, pay them any 
mind. 

This very noisy ad-hoc committee 
of prisoners, positively informed us that 
in no way, and in as many languages as 
there were varied prisoners in front of 
our radio-jeep and half-tracked armored 
car ..in no way were they going to 
allow their "Herr Direkier” to be taken 
away as a prisoner. Over and over 
again, we were absolutely informed 
that their "Herr Direktor” had protected 
them, tried to feed them, had lied to 
keep them all from being executed by 
the SS-Guards, or disposed of by being 
sent off to extermination camps to the 
north. They all hurriedly told us many 
tales of bow he had hidden them away 
in the dark recesses of this limestone 
quarry, told them to keep as far out of 
sight as possible, and to cause no trou- 
ble. When production had shifted from 
V-l to V-2 assembly, and then every- 
thing began to grind down to halt, due 
to lack of parts, and also no way to fur- 
ther transport these dangerous 
Vcngence -weapons farther west to the 
Channel Ports., these men were then 
useless surplus and were to be “dis- 
posed of*. Just the day earlier we had 
already begun to see one-storied bar- 
rack-like buildings stuffed with dead 
and dying slave-laborers lacked like 
cord-wood and set on fire with grain-al- 
cholol, or any other kind of fuel locally 
available. We had already seen dozens 
of box-cars with the same sad cargo on 
the sidings, loaded to the roofs with 
dead and dying men. There were no 
women or children at this camp. Only 
mechanics, electricians, plumbers, as- 
sembly men and generally no “techni- 
cians” .only factory assembly workers. 

They all insisted and persisted in 
getting from us a promise that we 



would not take this man with us; that 
we would not "arrest him” and that no 
harm must come to him. or they would 
not bring him out In this mad 45 
minute melee we were engaged in, we 
learned that in the months previous to 
this day of liberation, “Herr Direktor" 
hod lied about the actual number of 
slave-laborers he still had left, and had 
concealed them as best he could. And 
when he could, he and two of his assis- 
tants would slip a dozen or so out at a 
time, through a side entrance to the 
Lager and transport them to some near- 
by farm community. It was Spring 
again, and these men, as poor in condi- 
tion as they were, were still useful in 
some way on the many small farms sur- 
rounding Nordhausen. They were con- 
stantly cautioned not to riot, not to 
fight, not to try to run away or to cause 
trouble, but only to work as best they 
could, and wait for the allied troops to 
arrive. There was no food for them, and 
they had to survive on what they could 
find, or dig up, or kill with their bare 
hands.Tbey lived only on turnips, field 
vegetables, weeds, cats and dogs, rats 
and mice, and whatever they could 
gleam form the still snow -covered 
fields. There was nothing left to steal 
from the local farmers anyway, and ev- 
eryone was close to absolute starvation. 

After many, loud assertions that 
we meant no harm. ..they cautiously es- 
corted their “Herr Direktor”. Hans 
Mostar. Because of language difficul- 
ties and their weak and varied accents. I 
thought his name to be HANS 
MOUSER but he spelled it out on a 
black-board in one of the guard-gate- 
houses, and said that he was a “Yugo’\. 
that is, a Jugosloven. I thought he had 
said that he was a Jew, but he corrected 
me by saying there were no “Juden” 
here because they were not laborers, 
but “Leczaks”.. a Slavic term if their 
ever was one. My Czech grandmother 
often told me that I was a lazy-bum 
when I was growing up, and I recog- 
nized that word right away. 

Hans Mostar was about 45, with 
thin, browning hair, brown eyes and a 
small drooping mustache. He wore 
some kind of a greenish-tan, out-of- 
style Boy Scout uniform, but carried no 
weapons. He was the nominal camp 
commander mainly charged with keep- 
ing production going, and to seeing to 
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the assembly of Lbe V-l and V-2 weap- 
ons. as the parts wended their way 
West along the railway line that 
stretched from Halle, through 
SangerHausen, Rossla, Bergo and 
Windenhausen. a 40-mile rolling as- 
sembly line that started at Saalefeld 
where the rocket-engines were tested. 
At Nordhausen, after the final test-as- 
sembly was made, the three-main sec- 
tions of the V-2 rockets were loaded on 
to open flat cars, and shipped farther to 
the West.But what to do about Hans 
Mostar? In fairness to him, and to pro- 
tect any further harm from being made 
so far into the war, and so close to our 
success, I thought that the only thing do 
do was to leave some records of this 
heart-warming and unusual effort of 
these slave-laborers to save their 
“Jailer”. So..I went into a entry shack 
and sat down at a typewriter and 
pounded out an original and two extra 
carbon copies of a one paragraph state- 
ment that somewhat oudined his situa- 
tion, and dated it with my name, rank 
and Officer's serial number, but was 
careful not to list my unit number be- 
cause “the war was not won...yeL” I 
singed it, gave Hans Mostar the origi- 
nal copy and reassured him that at the 



very first large town I would come 
to... that I would deposit another copy 
with the City-Clerk and would always 
be ready to testify in his behalf. He told 
me that town would probably have to 
be BangerHausen to the East, along the 
same railway line, and be would look 
for it there, someday. I did not know 
what else to do, but I did make the 
point of going to SangerHausen later 
on, on or about May 1 1, 1945 and suc- 
ceeded in finding the City Clerk next to 
the remnants of an ancient city tower 
where it was properly recorded. 

Before leaving MITTLEWERKE 
/DORA, I also took a pen and and 
using black ink from an ink-pot on an 
empty desk, I wrote my name, 
KUB1STA, and my U.S. Army serial 
number :0-l 179489, thinking there 
could not be many other Kubista's in 
the ETO, if he ever needed to find me. 

Hans Mostar was terrified and al- 
most out of his wits, fearing he would 
be tried and executed as a “war crimi- 
nal.” He tearfully told me over-and- 
over again that he was not an SS- 
Officer or a member of the SD, or the 
“Einsatz Commandos." How could I 
not believe him, when his own prison- 
ers were loudly defending him? 



Our section of the armored col- 
umn pushed on that late afternoon but I 
understand that other units arrived at 
MITTI^WERKE/DORA aka Camp 
Nordhausen, one or two days later and 
made a more complete examination and 
survey of the entire camp and especial- 
ly of the rocket-assembly lines inside 
the quarry. We never saw any of 
thaL.we were gone and on our way in- 
side of 45 minutes flat. Shortly after, 
we also “liberated” the exiled Queen 
Wilhelmina of the Netherlands from 
her house-arrest in Rossla. But ..that is 
another story. 

What ever happened to Hans 
Mostar, I never found out, although 
during the famous war crimes trials in 
Nurenberg years later, I sent a photo- 
copy of my explanatory document ad- 
dressed to the Chief Prosecutor with a 
detailed cover letter, and even offered 
to come to Nurenberg to testify if Hans 
Mostar was falsely charged with any 
war crimes, but I never heard from 
them. 

Does anyone know what became 
of Hans Mostar, and where he is today? 

Robert Kubista is a World War II vet- 
eran and writer living in Arizona. 



Notes on the World Trade Center Bombing 

By Lynn Brown 
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On February 26, 1993, shortly after noon, a huge explosion 
look place in the parking deck of a hotel located beneath the World 
Trade Center in New York. The explosion was so powerful it could be 
heard over a mile away. New York City police, EMS worker* and 
F.B.I. agents quickly arrived on the scene and started the job of rescu- 
ing thousands of stranded people in the twin lowers. Six people died 
and over 1,000 were wounded. The next day the FBI and the NY PD 
discovered that a powerful car bomb had caused the explosion. 

The Suspects 

Mohammed Salamah A 25 year okl resident of Jersey City, 
NJ. was the first to be apprehended. He came to the United State* 
from the Israeli occupied West Bank. Mr. Salameh rented the van 
which was used to transport the bomb. He was arrested when he tried 
to return the van used to carry the bomb to the rental agency. He is also 
believed to be part of the group that stored explosive material in a 
Jersey City storage locker. 

Nldal Ayyad. A friend of Salameh 's who worked as a chemical 
engineer for Allied Signal. Both Ayyad and Salameh held a joint bank 
account. Authorities traced four calls from the Jersey City locker to 
Mr. Ayyad* s place of employment. 

Ibrahxrn Elga hr own ey: An Egyptian immigrant. His address 
was listed on Mr. Salameh ‘s driven license. He was arrested in an un- 
related case as having forged passports in his Brooklyn home. 

Mahmud A bouhalfrna: An Egyptian bom German citizen. He 
was arrested in Egypt having fled from the United Suites and was re- 
turned to this country. He was seen by several witnesses with 
Mr .Salameh at the Jeney City storage facility on the day of the bomb- 
ing. It is believed that he, at one point, fought the Afghan government 
during the recent Russian- Afghan War. 

Bliall Alkaisi: A friend of Nidal Ayyad who came to New York 



in 1987. He lived in Bloomfield, NJ. He ie of aiding and abet- 

ting the other members of the group. 

El Sayyfd Noaair: Acquitted in the 1991 assasaination of Rabbi 
Meyer Kahane. He is now serving time at Attica prison on other charg- 
es. He knew many members of the World Trade Center bombing group 
and some of them visited with him in jail. 

Sheik Omar Adbel Rahman: A blind Egyptian cleric, he had 
been implicated, and stood trial in the assassination of Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat. He was acquitted and moved to the United 
States despite his name having been placed on a Suae Department 
“watch list" of potential terrorists. He preached at the Q Salaam 
Mosque in Jersey City. It is a known fact that many of the conspirators 
attended services at the Sheik's mosque. Sheik Rahman had direct ties 
with the mujahedeeo fighters who were equipped and trained by the 
CLA during the Afghan war. He directly aided the lalamic terrorist 
groups in Egypt who were bent on the overthrow of the legitimate gov- 
ernment and its replacement with a religious Islamic state. Mahmud 
Abouhalima was a driver to Sheik Rahman. He is now in jail in New 
York wailing depottraion foe lying on his spoliation for entry into the 
U.S. In August a federal grand jury in New York indicted the Sheik as 
being the mastermind behind the World Trade Center bombings and 
the plot to blow up buddings in New York. The inditement said in part 
that he was “the leader of the organization with whom others consulted 
in pursuing and planning bombings, murders and other acts of lerror- 



Two of the suspects in the bomb plot. Mohammed Salameh and 
Nidal Ayyad, were the joint owner, of an 58,000 bank account in 
Jersey City. The cash was wire- transferred to them si the National 
Westminster Bank there via Europe. It has yet to be determined what 
person or group scot the money. 
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Back Channels 
Talks with John Davis 



In August, Back Channels talked with John Davis about his new book. The 
Kennedy Contract : The Mafia Plot To Assassinate The President , other 
topics concerning his views on the Kennedy assassination a and related 
events. 



Of all the authors on the Kennedy assassination, John 
Davis brings his own, unique, personal perspective on the 
death of President Kennedy. Mr. Davis who lives in New 
York's Greenwich Village, is a cousin of Jacqueline Kennedy 
and has followed the triumph and tragedy's of the Kennedy's 
all these years. Being this close to the two most prominent 
members of the family, the President and his brother Robert, 
Mr. Davis must straddle the worlds of family contact and that 
of the investigator seeking the truth. Four years ago Mr. Davis 
filed suite against the U.S. government to release the Justice 
Department’s still secret assassination files on the late New 
Orleans mobster, Carlos Marcello. When asked how long he’d 
be willing to wait for the release of these files Mr. Davis said, 
“As long as it takes -forever, if need be. As far as I’m con- 
cerned, there is no statute of limitations on the assassination 
of a president of the United States." 

Personally knowing President Kennedy was not the only 
reason for his interest in getting involved in the assassination 
investigation. Mr. Davis told the editor that he got involved in 
the case in 1976 when he was writing his book. The 
Kennedy's Dynasty And Disaster. At that time Mr. Davis had 
a long conversation with Robert Blakey who told him of the 
Mafia-CIA plots to kill Fidel Castro and other aspects of the 
case. 

In our phone conversation Mr. Davis touched on many 
of the topics that he has been researching, including many in- 
teresting, personal recollections of conversations he had with 
President Kennedy in the last months of his life. 



□ On the Kennedy family’* reluct juice to investigate the 
President * murder: 

Mr. Davis said that over the years the Kennedy family refused 
to discuss the assassination and when they found out that he was 
doing research into the event, they remained aloof to him. “The only 
Ume I see them (the family) is at funerals.” Bobby Kennedy wanted 
no investigation at all on his brothers death. 



□ On Santos Trmfficante’s disclosure to Prank Ragano con- 
cerning a hit on Robert Kennedy and not the president- 
. ~ !t J? P°“ iblc that Trafficante had some remorse. 1 don’t 

know. Trafficante was infirm at the time of his confession and toward 
the end of his talk he said that they had made a mistake in killing the 
president; they should have gotten Bobby." 



use this call to her as proof that he killed Oswald on the spur of the 
moment.” When I asked Mr. Davis if there had been anyone else 
who could coorborate Karen Carlin’s story he said that she had spo- 
ken to Gary Shaw when he was associated with the JFK-AIC in 
Dallas (Mr. Shaw has now left the group). Carlin told Shaw that she 
heard that a Mr. C and T" were behind the assassination. 



□ On Oswald's whereabouts on the weekend prior to the as- 
sassination: 

“Another mystery. He might have gone to Churchill Farms 
(the home of Carlos Marcello). Both Marcello and David Ferric were 
there on that weekend planning the killing. But I’m not sure of where 
Oswald was. 



□ On the relationship between Marcello and LBJ: 

Jack Halfen was the cut out between Marcello and Johnson. 
1 le collected $50,000 from profits from gaining houses and gave the 
money to Johnson when he was a Senator from Texas. Marcello could 
not have operated in Dallas without political help and Johnson was 
his protection from the police." 



□ On the Guy Banister-Lee Oswald connection.: 

Oswald made a mistake and was chewed out by Bannister (for 
having 544 Camp St. written on his flyers). Bannister allowed Oswald 
to keep his literature in his suite of offices. Banister put him (Oswald) 
up to it in order to build a pre-assassination Castro image of Oswald.** 



□ What motive, other than getting this information off his 
chest did Frank Ragano have in telling his “mob did it” story last 
year? 

“ Ragano is now writing a book on his life now but it will in- 
clude nothing more than what he has already told myself and Jack 
Newfield, among others. When he realized that there was no one else 
alive who oould refute his allegation, Ragano went ahead with his in- 
formation. If Santos Trafficante were still alive when Ragano made 
his information public, Trafficante would have had him killed.” 



□ Why did you attack both the work of Jim Garrison and 
Oliver Stone? 

TJte 25lh anniversary of the death of President Kennedy was 
*555*5? P° im m 8 ctlin 8 die congress prepared for the passage of 
the JFK Records Act, long before Slone came along. But Stone did 
some good things in bringing the case before millions of people. Bui 
his movie was an historical distortion. Garrison was a charlatan, a 
showman, looking for glory. He was nutty, a man who put words in- 
people’s mouths. 



□ You write that the Kennedy family did not want this ca se 
solved. Did they have any other motive besides the fact that JFK had 
relationships with other women , which might tarnish his place in his- 
tory? 

‘In my opinion the family did not want it investigated. It would 
have opened up a whole can of worms including the president’s af- 
fairs with Judith Campbell, the CIA-Mafia plots against Castro, the 
affairs both Kennedy brothers were having with Marilyn Monroe and 
the strange events of her death." 



□ On the Karen Carlin episode: 

Cartin said that Jack Ruby told her to call him on Sunday 
morning (November 24) to have an alibi for him. Ruby wanted his 
call to Carlin to he registered with the phone compuny. lie pi aimed to 



□ Do you think JFK knew he was a marked man? - “He had a 
hint of that. John Kennedy never talked directly about that but he had 
a feeling. He realized about three to four months before the assassina- 
tion that all of his policies, ie, civil rights, Vietnam, Bobby's attack 
on the mob had gotten out of hand.” 
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Excerpts from a CHRONOLOGY OF POLICY & INTELLIGENCE MATTERS CONCERNING UNACCOUNTED FOR U.S. MIUTARY 
PERSONNEL AT THE END OF THE KOREAN CONFUCT AND DURING THE COLD WAR 

Prepared by the Odlce of Senator Bob Smith Vice-Chairman, Select Committee on POW/M1A Affairs - November 10, 1992 



June 25, 1950: North Korea, at the direction 
of President Kim II Sung crosses the 38th 
parallel dividing South Korea, beginning the 
Korean Conflict. 

June 27, 1950: The United Nations Security 
Council passes Resolution 83 recommend- 
ing that Member States furnish assistance to 
the Republic of Korea (South Korea). U.S. 
Air Forces are immediately committed. 

March 12, 1951 French intelligence sources 
inform the U.S. Far East Command that "ac- 
cording to report valued C-3 and dated Dec. 
9, 1950, 3,000 American POW’s have been 
moved to the Korean border with China by 
December, 1950. The report adds that anoth- 
er 1,200 "Lightly wounded" American 
POW’s had been placed at an Air Defense 
hospital in An Tung, Manchuria. 

September 28,1951: The Central Intelli- 
gence Agency reports information from a 
source that as of Mid-September 21 
American prisoners of war are confined at 
Lo Shia Shan in Wuch'ang, Communist 
China, and that their political instruction is 
being carried out by a former Chinese stu- 
dent in America and a Soviet major. 
(Source: Declassified CIA report No. 
S 072900, dated September 28, 1951) 

January 2, 1952: U.S. Army Intelligence 
receives information that more than 500 UN 
prisoners were in a camp in Tung Kuan 
Ying, 10 miles east of Mukden, Manchuria 
"lo be given short-term training pending 
transfer lo the Soviet Union on order of cen- 
tral authorities. The same report states that 
494 UN POW’s had been observed inside 
China since December, 1951. 

February 24, 1953: An Army Combined 
Command for Reconnaissance Activities 
Korea memorandum states: 

"The following information was re- 
ceived from Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Republic of Korea Government. Report 
originally came from Nationalist Chinese 
Embassy ...."According to reliable in- 

formation. the Communist Chinese Forces 
have transferred UN POW’s to Russia in vi- 
olation of the Geneva Conference. These 
POW’s will be specially trained at Moscow 
for espionage work. POW’s transferred to 
Moscow are grouped as follows: British 5, 
Americans 10, Canadians 3. and 50 more 
from various countries. 

July 27, 1953: The Armistice Agreement is 
signed between the Communists and the UN 
Forces at Panmujom, Korea. A Military 
Armistice Commission, a temporary Neutral 
Nations Repatriation Commission, and a 
Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission 
are established to enforce the terms of the 
armistice. No formal peace treaty is ever 
concluded. 

August 5, 1953: Operation Big Switch 

commences with the exchange of POW’s 
"desiring repatriation" by both sides. The 
UN Command begins the transfer of 75. 823 
POW’s directly to the Communists in the 



demilitarized zone (DMZ). The Communists 
begin the transfer of 12, 773 Allied POW’s 
(3,597 U.S. POW’s) in return. 

August 7, 1953: General James A. Van 
Fleet, Commander of the U.S. 8th Army in 
Korea stales: " A large percentage of the 
8,000 American soldiers listed as missing in 
action in Korea are still alive." 

February 5, 1954: A reliable friendly for- 
eign intelligence service reports to the U.S. 
information they had received from a 
Turkish source traveling in Central Asia. 
The source, who had been interrogated in 
Turkey, states that while at Mukden, 
Manchuria, he "saw several’’ coaches full of 
Europeans who were also taken to the 
USSR, They were not Russians. Source 
passed the coaches several times and heard 
them talk in a language unknown lo him. 
Source states that one of the coaches was 
full of wounded caucasinas who were not 
speaking at all. (Source: Charity 

Interrogation Report No. 619 referenced in 
declassified cables dated 23 March, 1954) 

July, 1954: The U.S.Air Force initiates 

“Project American’', a secret project of the 
6004 Air Intelligence Service Squadron and 
the 6002 intelligence Service Group at 
Shiroi Air Base, Japan. The purpose of the 
project is "carrying out” extensive research 
with regard to USAF personnel unaccounted 
for after the Korean conflict." The 1957 
Historical Report of the Squadron states: 

"Through information collected from 
repatriated US and UN prisoners of war, 
Japanese repatriates, foreign refugees and 
numerous intelligence reports, a strong pos- 
sibility emerged that a large number of the 
personnel listed as missing in action may 
still be alive and interned in Communist 
prison camps..." 

June 20, 1956: Slate Department reports that 
a crew member of the B-29 downed over the 
Sea of Japan on June 13. 1952 had been ob- 
served in October, 1953 in a Soviet hospital 
north of Magadan near the crossing of the 
Kolyia River between Eigen and Debin at a 

place called Nariooburg...." 

October 19, 1956: President Eisenhower re- 
sponds to the American Legion staling that 
"all American servicemen known to be held 
prisoner by the Communists in Korea were 
released by September 6, 1953 (the last day 
of Operation Big Switch). 

October 15, 1957: The American Consulate 
in Strasbourg. France receives information 
from a Polish Natiooal who had been held as 
a prisoner in the Russian concentration camp 
of Bulun, in the province of Yaloitak. The 
source reports having been held with three 
American soldiers who had been captured 
during the Korean War (Source: Stale Dept 
declassified cable dated 21 October 1957) 



October II, 1961: President John F. 
Kennedy, in response to a question about the 
prospect of talks with the Chinese 



Communists, states, "We have been meeting 
periodically for the past three or four years, 
for a period at Geneva and most recently at 
Warsaw, in which we talked about the ex- 
change of prisoners, or rather, the release of 
prisoners.... 

August, 1968: A North Korean defector 
claims lo have seen two American POW's 
on the outskirts of P'yongyang, and is re- 
portedly told that there were 10 American 
pilots at this location that had been sent to 
North Korea during the Vietnam Conflict. 

1975: A Rumanian POW since 1945. 
George Risiou, escapes from the Soviet 
Union with five others. He reports 900 
American POW’s still held in a secret KGB 
prison camp. He states that Soviet authori- 
ties had assigned Russian names to 
Americans. English, French and other 
POW* s there, for deniability. 

July, 1990: In an interview with Major 
Garrett of the Washington Times, Retired 
General Eugene Tighe, a former Air Force 
intelligence agent during the Korean 
Conflict, states, "Let me say that intelligence 
reports I received left no doubt at all to me 
that American POW’s left North Korea to 
go to (he Soviet Union and China." 

August 19, 1992: Select Committee inves- 
tigator in Moscow interviews Russian 
Colonel (retired) Gavril Ivanovich 
Korotkov, a Far East expert with the 
Scientific Research Institute, formally part 
of the Soviet Ministry of Defense.... 
Korotkov outlines in great detail the fact the 
Soviets interrogated American POW’j in 
Korea Korolkov slates that on several occa- 
sions he had visited the Soviet Naval Base at 
Pas 'Yet, located in the USSR/China/North 
Korea Tri-Border Region, which served as a 
transit point for the movement erf American 
servicemen north to Khabarovsk, Siberia... 

Although Korotkov did not know the 
exact number, he states that the number of 
American Korean War POW’s processed 
through Khabarovsk was in the hundreds. 
Korotkov states that operational directives 
during the Korean Conflict said that 
Americans should be captured alive, not 
killed. Korotkov further states that the North 
Koreans were quite willing to allow the 
Russians access and eventual control over 
American POW’s. Finally, Korotkov states 
that he had personally interrogated two 
American POW’s. He could not remember 
the names of any of the American POW's 
who were processed through Khabarovsk, 
except far a Lt. Colonel Black. (Note: 
Possibly Ll Colonel Vance Eugene Black, 
recorded as captured on Nov. 1, 1951). 



For copies of this report write to: Senate 
Document Room B-04, Hart Senate Office 
Bldg. Washington, DC 20510. The foil 
title b: POW/MIA’s: Report of the Select 
Committee an POW/MIA Affairs. United 
States Senate. 103d Congress 1st Session. 
Report 103-1. 
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‘Book Reviews 



JFK: Breaking the Silence. Bill Sloan. (Taylor Publishing 
Co. Dallas. 1993. 23 1 p. f S 19.95) 

Over the years, the assassination of President Kennedy 
has produced more conspiracy theories than there are trees in 
Dealey Plaza. But it is not the theories so much that make or 
break the case but the eyewitnesses, those whose names are 
known to the public and those who have stayed in the shad- 
ows over the past thirty years. Now, a new book written by 
Bill Sloan, a Dallas newspaperman whose last venture into the 
Kennedy case was his best-seller JFK: The Last Disssenting 
Witness ( the story of Jean Hill), has come forth to tell the sto- 
nes of twelve witnesses who share their own particular views 
of what happened on November 22, 1963. 

In JFK: Breaking the Silence, Mr. Sloan recounts the 
now familiar stories of Ed Hoffman, the deaf mute who said 
he saw two men gun down President Kennedy from behind 
the picket fence in Dealey Plaza and how, over the years, 
members of bis own family tried to dissuade 
him from coming forth with wbal he saw. Other familiar tales 
concern the deaths of two Dallas reporters, Jim Koethe and 
Bill Hunter who were in Jack Ruby’s home after the assassi- 
nation, the compelling story of Dallas Police Officer Roy 
Vaughn who (some conspiracy theorists say) allowed Jack 
Ruby to enter the basement of the Dallas police garage to kill 
Lee Harvey Oswald), of Bill and Gayle Newman who were in 
Dealey Plaza and saw first hand the effects of the bullets that 
struck the president and by-slander Jim Teague who was 
wounded by a flying piece of glass, presumably by a bullet 
fired by the assassins (or whomever). 

In JFK: Breaking the Silence, Mr. Sloan writes about 
two previously unfamiliar accounts on the Kennedy assassina- 
tion, "The Kremlin Connection and The Assassin 's Tale: The 
Dark Secrets of a CIA Hit Man. The Kremlin Connection is 
the story told by retired Secret Service Agent John Norris 
who. according to the author, the plot to kill JFK was hatched 
in the Kremlin by Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev. A 
Soviet agent code named “Sobo", a highly trained Spetsnaz 
officer, was ordered to assemble a team of Russian “sleeper 
agents" to assassinate President Kennedy after the Soviet 
Union’s humiliation over the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis. In 
The Assassin's Tale, a CIA officer who went by the name 
"Hugh Huggins", worked secredy for the Kennedy family and 
was instructed by Robert Kennedy to fly to Dallas in the after- 
math of the assassination to report directly to RFK on the 
search for his brother’s killer. “Huggins" was also in resi- 
dence while the body of the late president was being au- 
topsied. 

This reviewer finds both scenarios too incredible to be- 
lieve and is the only flaw in this highly interesting and wcll- 
wntlcn book. 



The Kennedy Contract: The Mafia Plot to Assassinate the 
President. John Davis. (Harper Paperbacks. New York. 1993 
300 p., S5.99) 

In 1979. the House Select Committee on Assassinations 
finished their two year investigation into the assassination of 
President John Kennedy in Dallas on November 22, 1963 and 
came to the conclusion that there was a conspiracy to murder 
the president and that three men had the “means, motive and 
opportunity ’ to carry out the murder, Jimmy Hoffa, Carlos 
Marcello and Santos Trafficante, Jr. 

The mob theory in the death of President Kennedy has 
been one of the many beliefs among the research community 
to gain credibility over the years and if the serious student ex- 
amines them, they become plausible. While Attorney General, 
Robert Kennedy was vigorously prosecuting members of or- 
ganized crime while these same gangsters were working 
band-in-glove with the CIA to kill Cuba’s Fidel Castro. No 
wonder they felt betrayed! 

The mob did it all” conclusion and the recent revela- 
tions of mob lawyer Frank Ragano are the basis for John 
Davis’s new book ( author of Mafia Dynasty & Mafia 
Kingfish) called The Kennedy Contract: The Mafia Plot to 
Assassinate the President. 

Mr. Davis has written a book that is highly controversial 
in its contents, is not favorable to the Kennedy family (of 
which be is a part-he’s Jackie’s cousin), hostile to the late 
New Orleans D.A. Jim Gamson and highly critical of Oliver 
Stone and his movie JFK. 

That being said, Mr. Davis has written in a convincing 
case that links many of the leading mafia players in the 
Kennedy assassination, including Carlos Marcello, Santos 
Trafficante Jr and Jimmy Hoffa (whom Mr. Davis says are the 
principle architects in the Kennedy murder), to such New 
Orleans notables as David Feme, Clay Shaw and Guy 
Banister. Other chapters detailing the case against Hoffa, 
Trafficante and Marcello are well documented. He also says 
why he believes Frank Ragano decided to tell of his relation- 
ship with Santos Trafficante and of the mob boss’ sensational 
death bed revelation that the mob ordered Kennedy’s murder. 

Other new information coming out of The Kennedy 
Contract includes: 

’ testimony from once thought deceased Jack Ruby 
stripper Karin Carlin that Ruby phoned her on the morning 
he killed Oswald to make the killing look like a revenge mur- 
der. 

-of Bobby Kennedy’s belief that be, not Jack, would be 
the target of a mob assassination plot. 

-the unwilling participation of the Kennedy family in 
the cover-up of the president’s death by not wanting to find 
out the truth of what really happened. 
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-that Jim Garrison was deeply indebted to Carlos 
Marcello's mob empire in Louisiana. 

-that Garrison sought to divert attention away from the 
mob by looking into a possible CIA role in the president's as- 
sassination. 

-of a direct link between Marcello and Lee Harvey 
Oswald. 

-an attack on both Oliver Stone’s JFK and the motives 
of L. Fletcher Prouty and author Harrison Livingstone. 

While the Kennedy Contract is a believable and solid 
piece of research and writing, to pin the entire blame for the 
president's assassination on Hoffa, Marcello and Trafficante 
doesn’t hold water. Other, more sinister forces at a higher 
level were involved and more likely, all the groups conspired 
to pull of the deed. By writing The Kennedy Contract Mr. 
Davis has probably broken his ties to the Kennedy family 
(whether planned or not) and insures that he’ll never be invit- 
ed again to dinner at Cape Cod. 



Case Closed: Lee Harvey Oswald and the Assassination of 
JFK- Gerald Posner. (Random House. New York. 1993 
512pg., $25.00) 

Case Closed will probably be the most unusual of the 
assassination books published in 1993, as it is well-written, 
well -organized, well -researched, and rclendess in its defense 
of the conclusions of the Warren Commission. It may not be a 
best-seller, as it is contrary to what audiences for such books 
expect, but it will certainly increase the sale of antacids 
among generations of conspiracy theorists. 

Gerald Posner doesn’t ask which conspiracy theory is 
correct. He asks whether any are, and be comes to a definite 
answer. Oswald did it alone, and we can all save our money. 
Posner suggests this conclusion is supported by advances in 
scientific technologies described in Chapter Fourteen. 
Photographic enhancement of the Zapruder film confirms 
three shots. The first occurred around Zapruder- 160; this shot 
missed, probably because it struck a part of the oak tree be- 
side the Depository. The second shot, the “magic bullet”, oc- 
curred around Zapruder-224. The third (and undisputed) shot 
occurred at Zapruder-313. Complicated computer simulation 
traced the path of the three bullets back to the area around the 
sixth floor window. Further experiments by Failure Analysis 
Associates demonstrates that the lack of deformity in the 
magic bullet is not an anomaly. 

Other scientific experiments described in the book in- 
clude John Lattimore’s ballistics studies. Vincent Quinn’s 
neutron activation studies, and Luis Alvarez’s description of 
the jet effect. Thorbum’s Position is conjectured to account 
for the lifting of President Kennedy's arms after the second 
bullet. Stronger medicines lhan antacids may be required. 

The most exciting aspect of Case Closed is the debunk- 
ing of conspiracy theories. Posner attacks such theories in the 
most decisive manner, by impeaching the testimony of crucial 
conspiracy witnesses. (Along the way he exposes errors, mis- 
representations. and sheer foolishness among the famous the- 
orists. Jim Garrison, described as “on the lake “(p. 427), earns 
an entire chapter.) Adrian Alba ( p. 131), Carolyn Arnold ( 
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p.227), Gordon Arnold ( p. 257), Albert Bogard (p. 211), Dr. 
Charles Chrenshaw ( p. 313), Ed Hoffman ( p. 257), Julia 
Mercer ( p. 229). Paul O’Connor ( p. 301), Delphine Roberts ( 
p. 140), Arnold Rowland ( p. 230). assorted Oswald impostors 
( p. 214). These witnesses, and others, are discredited, often 
by their own words. Some of this is old news-James Phelan 
exposed Garrison as a fraud before the Shaw trial ended-and 
some of it is new, but the cumulative effect is overwhelming. 
There is no escaping the implication of this line of inquiry; as 
the conspiracy witnesses fall, so loo fall the theories based on 
such testimony. Surgery may be necessary. 

Like all writers in this field, Posner is selective in his 
use of testimony and his skepticism goes only so far. In plac- 
es, he appears to rely too heavily on uncriticized testimony, as 
in Chapter Twelve, where be traces Oswald's escape. 
Conspiracy theorists are likely to be troubled by his extensive 
reliance on interviews with such people as Yuriy Nosenko, 
Ruth and Michael Paine, and Bill Alexander. The latter is es- 
pecially troubling since Posner acknowledges ( p. 348) that 
Alexander “concocted" the story about Oswald being an FBI 
informant 

Despite this selectivity, Case Closed is brilliantly writ- 
ten. The chapters on Oswald’s life before the assassination are 
presented with admirable clarity; the portrait of an unliked 
and unlikable loner with antisocial and schizoid tendencies is 
a novelty in a Geld dominated by authors intent on exonerat- 
ing the self-professed “radical futurist” ( p. 106). The sections 
on ballistics and wounds would do justice to a schoolteacher. 
The chapter on Parkland Hospital is exceptionally powerful. 

In format, Case Closed can serve as a literary model for 
all books of this genre. In content, Case Closed may be the 
most important challenge to conspiracy theories ever pub- 
lished. It remains to be seen if the patient is past needing care. 

Reviewed by Dennis Ford. 



The Last Brother. Joe McGinniss. (Simon & Schuster. New 
York. 1993. 6l8p., $25.00) 

The Kennedy's have always been controversial in 
American life and so it comes as no surprise that a new book 
on the career of Senator Edward Kennedy has sparked more 
than passing interest. The book in question is The 
Brother by Joe McGinniss, the man who brought us Fatal 
Vision, Blind Faith and The Selling of the President. Like 
Oliver Stone's “ JFK', the pre-publication of this book sent the 
nation s columnists to their word processors in a frenzy critiz- 
ing Mr. McGinniss and the way he did his research into this 
book. 

The beef against Mr. McGinnis is that he “borrowed” 
large sections from William Manchester’s book on the assas- 
sination of President Kennedy, The Death of a President 
which came out a few years after the events in Dallas. The 
critics also blamed the author for speculating how Ted 
Kennedy could, would have felt during the four days after the 
president was killed. Mr. McGinniss countered by wnting in 
the “Author’s Notes”section of The Last Brother , “In my ef- 
fort to portray this as richly and fully as possible, within the 
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confines of historical fact, I have, as is apparent, written cer- 
tain scenes and described certain events from what I have in- 
ferred to be his point of view.’* 

That he has done. And more. 1 don’t know what Mr. 
McGinniss has against the Kennedy family but after reading 
this slanderous account of the rise and fall of Joe Kennedy’s 
clan I know what all the fracas is abouL 

In this highly readable account of the life and times of 
the Kennedy’s, especially of Ted Kennedy’s role in 
America’s First Family. Mr. McGinniss trashes everyone. He 
depicts old Joseph Kennedy as being an isolationist, anti- 
Sematic. money-grubbing man of no principle who used his 
son’s for his own selfish purposes-of making one ( or all of 
them) a future president of the United States. To old Joe, the 
family meant nothing, especially wife Rose who hardly 
shared his bed. whom he married for her own wealth in order 
to cement his political and social standing with the wealthy 
tycoons of Boston society. 

His son’s-Jack, Joe Jr., Robert and the youngest brother, 
little Ted, were simply to be manipulated as pawns used in a 
larger than life chess-board for his own selfish interest. If Joe 
Senior couldn’t be the first Irish Catholic president, one of his 
sons would be. And the girls, wow, they were there for looks. 
Poor Rosemary, whom Joe Kennedy sent away for a loboto- 
my because having a brain damaged child around the house 
would be bad for his ’’image'. 

And then there is Ted, raised not by his mother but by a 
series of servants who became both mom and pop. It seems 
that the only one really interested in Ted’s life was brother 
Bobbyl Mr. McGinniss traces Teddy’s arrival (he was named 
after Edward Moore, one of Joe Kennedy’s old drinking and 
carousing buddies). It seems that Ted was to be shunted aside, 
kept out of the limelight, forgotten, sent off to dozens of pri- 
vate schools which he didn’t want to be in the first place. An 
embarrassment, Mr. McGinnis calls him. Teddy, it seems, is 
not in the same league with brothers Jack and Joe Jr., of 
whom he admires greatly. 

Teddy’s early rise to national stardom in Massachusetts 
politics is treated as a joke, something, according to the au- 
thor. that Teddy was ill equipped to cany out. But he won and 
was sent to fill brother Jack's old Senate seat in preparation 
for the Kennedy dynasty to come. But the youngest of the 
brother’s Kennedy fooled everyone by taking on the struggle 
of civil rights and doing it handsomely. 

But on the higher national political plane. Teddy was not 
to be trusted with the two most important events of the 
Kennedy presidency, the president's liaisons with his varied 
girl friends and the CIA-Mafia plots to kill Fidel Castro. 

Ted Kennedy is depicted as a womanizer, drunk, a man 
who should not have been allowed out of the house, let alone 
into the U.S. Senate. 

Mr. McGinniss also treats Ted’s actions at 
Cbappaquiddick with a ruthless eye, as have so many other 
authors. 

But is there anything good to say about this book? Yes. 
When describing the events of the Kennedy years and the po- 
litical events of die 1960's and 70* s, he docs a fine job. His 
narrative here is crisp and well done. 

Mr. McGinniss writes, “But it was over now. Over for 



the Kennedy’s and over for us. The “time of the Kennedys” 
had passed. The decade was coming to an end. Our needs and 
appetites were changing. Teddy, as had been his fate through- 
out his life, was caught up in a phenomenon much larger than 
himself, and, had also been his fate, he’d arrived too late on 
the scene...” 

Ted Kennedy is indeed a flawed man, a survivor he 
didn't want to be. But let Ted Kennedy be Ted Kennedy and 
leave the rest to history. 



Howard Hughes: The Secret Life. Charles Higham. 
(G.P.Putnam. New York 1993 . 384p., $26.95) 

The new sub-genre in biography has become the 
"pathography.” This is the kind of biography in which not 
only are the subject’s weaknesses-of all kinds -exposed in 
great and painstaking detail, but they are dwelt upon and mag- 
nified until they blot out any good points which the author 
cares to mention (usually not many are to be seen). These 
kinds of works had always been around Usually they were 
written by political hatchet-men like Victor Lasky. But a sea- 
change has taken place in the book world in the last genera- 
tion. Whereas these books had previously been written by 
writers who were slighted by their peers and houses that did 
not back the books with serious campaigns, today these works 
have become written by what many consider serious writers 
and backed with all the might of major bouses. Kitty Kelly’s 
book on Nancy Reagan broke the dam in this field, especially 
when it was excerpted on the front page of the New York 
Times. Nigel Hamilton's JFK Reckless Youth and Anthony 
Summer’s 7. Edgar Hoover: Official and Confidential are the 
most recent examples to make the best-seller list. Now 
Charles Higbam joins the club with his study of the life, loves 
and career-in that order-of Howard Hughes. 

Higham has written literally dozens of books. He’s the 
kind of writer who doesn’t agonize over individual projects 
hoping to perfect each one. He writes a lot of stuff and hopes 
that one or two will be first-rate. I understand that he feels 
that his two best books are Trading With the Enemy and 
American Swastika both dealing with how the British and 
American patrician class cooperated with the Nazis for finan- 
cial gain well after their true intentions became clear. Higham 
has spared no expense in making this book as sensationalistic 
as possible and he does it on slender grounds. I felt that, in his 
Hoover book. Summers built his theory of homosexual black- 
mail on rather questionable grounds and deductions. 
Higham* s are even weaker. He uses a story told by an uncle 
of Hughes relayed to a friend and passed on to the friends son 
as the basis for a look at Hughes through a bisexual prism. In 
fact Lhe whole ftrsl half of the book is so laden with sexual in- 
nuendo and steamy-and in my view unjustified-assumptions 
about Hughes affairs with both men and women that it de- 
scends almost to the level of tabloid television. Perhaps some 
of it is true; maybe a lot of it is. But Higham ’s case is not built 
on solid evidence and therefore it comes out as weak and ten- 
uous. 

Another problem with the book is that although it de- 
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picts Hughes in all of the eccentricities, perhaps dementia, of 
his later years, it offers very little insight into how he slid 
down that slope and why it happened in the first place. This 
strikes me as odd in a book that spares no expense in pasting 
sexual and psychological connotations on most of Hughes* 
motivations and acts. In the Hamilton book, the author paints 
Joseph Kennedy as a nasty old man in order to explain JFK’s 
later peccadilloes. And this justifies some of the book’s ex- 
cesses. That doesn’t happen here. Higham just details a de- 
scent into neurosis and filthy hygiene (Hughes kept his urine 
in bottles that were exposed in his room). No explanation is 
ever given for this kind of behavior and no real tracing is done 
to explain how Hughes fell over the line of acceptable behav- 
ior. 

Higham tries to detail many of Hughes famous political 
intrigues; his bribery of politicians as early as the 40's, the 
purchase of the island of Cay Sal that he then gave to the No 
Name Key group, the loans to Donald and Richard Nixon, 
his involvement in the ITT affair, the Glomar Explorer hoax, 
his possible involvement in the Watergate scandal and finally 
the famous burglary at his Hollywood headquarters that may 
have been staged by himself to steal the shady records of his 
purchase of Air West. With some of these, especially the last 
two. Higham brings in some new material or he looks at old 
material in a new light. But in many instances he goes over 
familiar material and gives it a slightly different, usually revi- 
sionist spin, and then presents it as if it were a totally new in- 
vention. 

For instance, Howard Hughes: The Secret Life, is trum- 
peted as a major new look at Hughes involvement in the 
Watergate affair. Higham deals with Watergate in a sustained 
way in about 8 pages. From what I could see he interviewed 
one person-Bemard Barker-on this scandal and what he does 
is roughly what was done in Secret Agenda and Silent Coup : 
he says things are not what they seemed and offers a specula- 
tive conclusion as to what happened-he calls it conjecture and 
then says the Democrats, through a mole, laid a trap for the 
Republicans. This ignores a lot of evidence, eg. the true role 
of Robert Mullen and his P.R. firm and an examination of 
Howard Hunt’s journey from the CIA to Mullen’s company to 
the White House, to fit into an illogical scheme that in the 
final analysis does not really elevate Hughes role in the affair 
above what the Watergate Committee Minority Report-writ- 
ten by Fred Thompson who Higham did not in ter view -depict- 
ed it as. 

What s sad about this book is that I agree with 
Higham s entering thesis. Hughes did play a much more seri- 
ous role in American politics than has previously been depict- 
ed. His extensive ties to the CIA, Bob Maheu. Robert 
Bennett-whose role Higham give cursory attention to-and 
other top CIA operatives needs to be explored and examined 
in detail. For instance, there are strong rumors within the CIA 
that Hughes death was not natural. But Higham does not even 
mention this because he wants to convince us that Hughes 
died of AIDS, even though he died in 1975. years before the 
virus manifested itself in the Western Hemisphere. 

But that $ the kind of book this is. It minimizes the role 
of the CIA front Intertel. whom Hughes was in the custody of 
in the last years of his life and plays up the possibilities of 
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Hughes bisexuality that might have led to a very early out- 
break of AIDS. And this tendency explains why Charles 
Higham is only an occasionally serious writer. 

Reviewed by James DiEugenio. 



Commandos. Sam Dillon. (Henry Holt, New York 1991 
320p., $27 >50) 

Everything you heard about the heinous conduct of the 
Nicaraguan Contras and their CIA handlers is true, and then 
some. This exhaustive study of the internal life of the contra 
army documents in grueling detail (the Ust of characters alone 
runs 14 pages) a history of sordid crimes, of wanton humilia- 
tion and degradation, of petty infighting and grand larcenies 
that would disillusion even the most hardened ideologue. 

For that bottom-line accounting, students of the under- 
side of American diplomatic history are indebted to Dillon, a 
member of the Miami Herald and reporting team that won a 
Pulitzer Prize for coverage of the Iran-contra scandal, and to 
Holt, for publishing this fundamentally non-commercial tome. 
But while Dillon shows off his reporting skills to great effect 
in Comandos (the Spanish spelling of the word, and the title 
of the contra s in-house magazine) be also demonstrates the 
limits of straight, “objective” reportage in capturing the nature 
of the conflict, and assessing blame for the carnage. 

Perhaps that is too much too ask. Dillon gathered his 
material on the ground in northern Nicaragua and southern 
Honduras, home of the contra army, and offered little insight 
into the deliberations in Washington, where the war was con- 
ceived, financed, and directed. Still, he must have realized 
early on the weakness of his equivocal, “mistakes were made 
on both sides" approach. While offering unparalleled new de- 
tail on the scope of the CIA operations in Honduras and the 
agency s top-to-bottom involvement in contra decision mak- 
ing, Dillon still accepts the notion that the contras were an in- 
digenous force borne of the welling democratic impulse from 
the heart of Nicaragua’s peasant masses. That the contras 
were led from the start by exiled killers from Anastasio 
Somoza’s National Guard, that indiscriminate rape, torture 
and murder within their own ranks, that the contra leadership 
was appointed and shuffled at Washington’s whim from the 
very beginning. Dillon finds anamolous. 

By accepting the contras on their own terms. Dillon re- 
linquishes bis critical faculties, a process giving rise to pas- 
sages like the following critique of the performance of two 
appallingly murderous contra “intelligence” officers: “Like 
his predecessor. Colonel Lau, Lima confused the information- 
gathering and analytical roles of the intelligence officer with 
the police role of the counterintelligence chief. “ Whatever 
that means. The simple fact is that both were bloodthirsty ex- 
guardia who unleashed a reign of terror under CIA auspices. 

Still, Commandos serves as an important cauUonary for 
anyone still holding a candle for secret armies and paramili- 
tary operations as a viable arm of American policy. As Dillon 
demonstrates, nearly all CIA officers on the scene in 
Honduras were graduates of the equally ineffectual, equally 
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bloody secret war in Laos, and despile Lhcir ulier failure there, 
they pul the same tactics to work in Central America. 
Moreover, the abuses they encouraged among the contras 
quickly spread to the domestic affairs of Honduras, HI 
Salvador and Guatemala, where torture and murder of politi- 
cal dissidents either increased or, in the case of Honduras, 
were introduced on a broad scale for the first time. The 
American commanders were autocratic and they were effi- 
cient, but like Dillon himself, they quickly lost sight of the big 
picture, becoming immersed in means that no end could justi- 

fy- 

Reviewed by Charles Rappleye 



The Man Who Knew Too Much. Dick Russell (Carroll & 
Graff. New York, 1993 730p., S27.95) 

Dick Russell should be commended for his persistence 
in spending the belter part of two decades trying to unravel 
the cryptic and often bizarre tale of Richard Case Nagel. First 
off, it's one of the best written books on the case and certainly 
the best of the recent plethora of publications. This case needs 
more books by professional writers. Secondly, it’s extremely 
complex in it's scope and can't be chided for studying the as- 
sassination statically. And thirdly, it is, unintentionally I'm 
sure, an ode to the “Cassondras” of the case — those who 
phrophicized the event, but were ignored. 

Though their is much debate over the length of this book 
and the need for tighter editing, those arguments are quantita- 
tive and not qualitative. Russell's use of chapter summaries 
keeps the reader on track and constitutes a “cliff notes" ver- 
sion of the book within the book. Thus enables those uninitiat- 
ed in the case to review the wide range of materials presented 
without becoming bogged down, or lost in the cumulative, in- 
terwoven stories it tells. 

Russell sifts through lots of material. This included the 
most critical biographies and general history books published 
in the past few years. He lakes these stories and paints his pic- 
tures on the broader panoramic canvas of history. The people 
and events surrounding the crucial years from World War II 
through Kennedy’s death are interwoven into the fabric of this 
book in a way that lets Lhc reader see. often for the first lime, 
the importance of their relationship to either Richard Case 
Nagell, Lee Harvey Oswald or those manipulating them both. 

Russell presents his Findings in a straight forward, mat- 
ter-of-fact way that lets the material speak for itself. He also 
does a better job than most in this area of delineating eviden- 
tiary material from hear-say, and rumor from hypothesis. This 
story developed over nearly two decades of cryptic communi- 
cations between the author and Nagell--a field operative- intel- 
ligence officer who worked muinly for military intelligence, 
although frequently loaned to oilier branches of the intelli- 
gence apparatus. 

Tantalizing clues, little bits -and- pieces and riddles, were 
the bread-crum-lrails that Russell was forced to follow by 
Nagell. Confirmation, verification and background research 
into the stories he was told look years to piece together and 



Russell was pul through an arduous and often Limes frustrat- 
ing journey. 

This work also represents the best effort yet at laying out 
the truly byzanline picture that was Mexico City, circa 1963. 
It docs this in such a manner as to enable the reader to see 
with some clarity the reflections in the hall of concave mirrors 
created by competing intelligence communities. A picture de- 
nied us for too many years. 

Russell’s strongest point is raised in the question, “Who 
was working for whom’? If Nagell didn’t know, if Winston 
Scott didn’t know (and, above all. he should have) and a vir- 
tual gaggle of others didn’t know, then who did? It is without 
doibt that Oswald was just as concerned, and confused, about 
this critical point as everyone else-something Russell brings 
into focus for the reader. 

Another major aspect of this book is the picture it paints 
of the finite resource that intelligence operatives were in that 
time frame, if not the entire Cold War epoch. It would have 
been logistically impossible for each individual agency lo- 
have their own personnel in each field of operations. 
Depending on the task at hand, people already in place were 
used to fulfill contracts. Those who worked for one arm of the 
intelligence apparatus were, by standard operating procedures, 
loaned to another. 

So the “real” question, as Russell so clearly points out, 
becomes one of loyalty. Not only towards which agency of 
our government but amongst the entire penopoly of world in- 
telligence agencies. Who. as a matter of course, doubled and 
often tripled each others assets. Who was working for whom? 
Indeed! This is the very question we’ve been asking about the 
“alleged assassin" for three decades now. Who the hell did 
this guy work for? Russell’s book gets us closer to under- 
standing the proper questions about Oswald and his activities 
if not directly answering them. 

The search for a “Mole” at the highest level of American 
intelligence is certainly no secret. It occupied James 
Angelton’s mind to the point where it became, at the very 
least, a clinical obsession. But Russell’s fresh approach to this 
material, and his collating that story with others on that sub- 
ject, has gotten us closer to understanding the realities of 
Mexico City, Oswald and the multiple assassination plots 
against John Kennedy than we were before its publication. 
Unfortunately this is probably as close as we’re likely to get 
to the correct understanding of this section of the case until 
the HSCA report dealing with this area is released— if ever. 

Russell's use of the information on Shickshinny Knights 
of Malta, Charles Willoughby and Uje extremists on the far- 
right buttressed well with the Hunt/Walker factions already 
well defined in the assassination literature. The stories of 
Dinkin. Buick and Mil leer, considered as a whole, did show 
the extent to which the intelligence community went out-of- 
its-way to ignore, or censure, pre -assassination warnings of 
that event. Perhaps we’ll have a follow up volume, or two. 
from Russell in the not to distant future. That should be a 
rather small volume if Nagell started talking straight and not 
in riddles. 

Reviewed by Dennis Lee EfTle. 
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fiction of Interest 



Playing With Cobras. Craig Thomas. (Harper Collins, New 
York, 1993. 319p.. $18.00) 

Craig Thomas, author of such previous thrillers such as 
Firefox, Winter Hawk and Fi refox Down , brings back one of 
his heros from previous books, now retired British 
Intelligence agent Patrick Hyde. 

The setting for his newest book is India, the crown in the 
jewel of the old British empire, now just a forgotten page in 
history. The head of British Intelligence, Peter Shelly, lures 
Hyde back into the game when Hyde’s friend and fellow spy, 
Philip Cass is arrested for the murder of his mistress who also 
is the wife of V.K. Sharmar. India’s Prime Minister. Cass de- 
nies the charges and Hyde, along with his lover named 
Rosyln. arrives in India to talk to Cass. It soon is evident that 
the British government wants to rid themselves of the Cass af- 
fair and Hyde and Ros are left to solve the crime. 

Soon, Ros is deeply involved in her own espionage op- 
eration against the Sharmar family, while Hyde breaks Cass 
out of his prison and the trio goes their separate ways with the 
valuable information implicating the Prime Minister in the 
murder of his wife and the effort to make Cass take the fall. 

As Cass and Hyde flee India over the snow capped 
mountains of the Himalayas to freedom in Pakistan, they are 
pursued by those not wanting the truth to be exposed-at any 
price. 

Mr. Thomas has crafted an all too human story of decep- 
tion and intrigue. His characters are real, believable, and con- 
vincing. His description of Hyde’s and Cass’s flight to free- 
dom is full of non-stop action and the reader is left not know- 
ing how it will all come out. With Playing With Cobnu , Mr. 
Thomas has reinforced himself as one of the top thriller writ- 
ers of the day. 

Death In A Promised Land. Robert Andrews. (Pocket 
Books. New York. 1993, 305p.. $20.00) 

The assassination of Martin Luther King on April 4. 
1968 is still one of the least investigated murder mysteries of 
the past two decades. While the deaths of both John and 
Robert Kennedy have been gone over in minute detail over 
the past thirty years, the events in Memphis tend to take a 
back seat The death of Martin Luther King lakes center stage 
in a new, and highly plausible thriller by author Robert 
Andrews ( Last Spy Out) called Death In A Promised Land 

When a Soviet defector named Valek defects to the 
West it is up to a tough. Black CIA agent named Bradford 
Sims, a man whose rising star in the agency is well recog- 
nized. to debrief him. During his interrogation Valek tells 
Sims of a plot to kill Dr. King which not only involves James 
Earl Ray but other sinister forces, both foreign and domestic. 
Sims tells his superiors in the agency of Valek’s information 
and is told in no uncertain terms to lay off. Sims thinks other- 
wise. is fired from the agency and lakes on the impossible job 



of finding Dr. King’s killers. 

Sims is aided in his quest by an ex-CIA agent who 
shared the same fate as Suns- Edward Houghton, a paralyzed 
computer genius named Alberich who is still employed by the 
CIA and a few other hearty souls. 

Sims and Houghton travel to Europe chasing down 
clues, fight it out with renegade Soviet intelligence agents and 
soon the pieces of the puzzle get tighter. On a trip to Toronto 
they recreate James Earl Ray’s old haunts and leave more 
bodies behind. Back home the trail leads them to the old 
White Southern hale groups, a team of Russian and 
Vietnamese agents, and a final showdown with the elusive 
character named “Raoul”. 

In Death In A Promised Land Mr. Andrews blends both 
fact and fiction including Ray's escape from prison, his use of 
various aliases while living in Canada, the evidence or lack 
thereof against Ray and how a poor James Early Ray could 
have traveled so lavishly without any known source of 
money. This is a roller coaster of a book on the King assassi- 
nation whose theory of how King died may not be so far from 
the truth. 



The Red Horseman. Stephen Coonts. (Pocket Books, New 
York, 1993, 344 p., $23.00) 

As the old Soviet Union falls apart, mayhem and anar- 
chy reign supreme. In the midst of a dying empire, the once 
powerful Russian tactical nuclear weapons are up for grabs 
for the highest bidder. In the United States, the top boys in the 
intelligence community fear that these powerful weapons will 
fall into the wrong hands and a plan is laid to neutralize them. 

Enter Mr. Coonts’ hero of his previous books. Admiral 
Jake Grafton now, deputy to the Defense Intelligence Agency. 
In The Red Horseman, Grafton and his pal Toad Tarkington. 
are assigned to go to the Soviet Union to insure that the old 
nukes are destroyed. Sounds simple, doesn’t it? 

But along the way Grafton is plunged headlong into a 
game he wasn’t prepared to play. It seems that certain ele- 
ments inside the CJ.A. have their own agenda when it comes 
to the disposal of the nuclear weapons and will stop at nothing 
to get their way. From across the Mediterranean the body of a 
wealthy British newspaper magnet, Nigel Keren is found dead 
on board his yacht But who was responsible for Keren’s de- 
mise and what has it got to do with the Russian nukes? 

As Grafton, Tarkington, and a newspaper correspondent 
named Jack Yocke begin their Russian adventure, they are 
ambushed in Gorky Park, track a Mossad hit-team, fly a dan- 
gerous mission inside the Soviet Union and finally, make their 
way to Iraq where Desert Storm 2 is underway with Saddam 
Hussein as a prime largeL 

In The Red Horseman, Mr. Coonts has written a dandy 
of a thriller, right out of today’s headlines. As in most of these 
cliff-hangers, there is little expression of character, but who 
needs it when the world is about to explode. Mr. Coonts 
gives a few, not so subtle digs at President Bill Clinton in this 
book, something that should be left to writers of non-ficuon. 
In the end, The Red Horseman is a splendid adventure yam 
which will keep Mr. Coonts* fans coming back for more. 
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Columbo. The Grassy Knoli. William Harrington (TOR 
Books, New York, 1993, 288p., ) 

In the Gist of a series of hard cover Columbo novels, au- 
thor William Harrington takes America’s most famous, lov- 
able, and disheveled police Lieutenant on the trail of the kill- 
ers of President John Kennedy in Dallas in 1963. Laugh you 
will at such a plot! 

In Columbo The Grassy Knoll, TV talk show host Paul 
Drury is found murdered in his home near Los Angeles. It 
seems that Drury was in Dealey Plaza on the day of the assas- 
sination and he had been gathering information ever since. 
Drury was planning to go on the air on the 30th anniversary of 
Kennedy’s death to reveal his startling, new information. 

The case is assigned to Lieutenant Columbo who quick- 
ly takes charge of the investigation and begins to gather leads 
and question witnesses. Was Paul Drury killed by his ex-wife 
Alice Drury, Charles Bell, a large financial backer of Drury or 
someone on the production crew? As Columbo, ever present 
in his soiled raincoat and half-bitten cigar, traces Drury’s 
murderer, be gets immersed in the details of Kennedy’s assas- 
sination; from Las Vegas mobsters, to right-wing fanatics in 
Dallas, to the ever present ghost of the Grassy Knoll. As 
Columbo nails down Paul Drury’s killer, he also, by chance, 
unravels the mystery of November 22, 1963. 

Mr. Harrington has written a splendid detective- 
Kcnnedy assassination novel. It is evident that he has watched 
all the Columbo movies and has the likable Lieutenant’s 
every move and inflection down pat. His characters are real 
people, with genuine feelings about what is about to happen 
to them. 

Maybe if Lieutenant Columbo was investigating the 
Kennedy assassination thirty years ago we just might have the 
final answer. Oh. could it be so simple! 



Blue Hearts. Jim Lehrer. (Random House, New York, 1993, 
2l4p.. $20.00) 

One of the many theories concerning the assassination 
of President John Kennedy was the possibility of Soviet in- 
volvement in the crime. When President Lyndon Johnson ca- 
joled Chief Justice Karl Warren into chairing the new presi- 
dential commission to look into JFK’s death he did so by de- 
liberately telling Judge Warren that if it could be proved that 
the Soviets and their Cuban allies were responsible or the as- 
sassination. it would lead to World War ID. 

The Warren Commission looked into all of the various 
theories concerning the president’s death and decided that Lee 
Harvey Oswald alone committed the murder without any out- 
side help. 

On face value there would be no plausible reason for the 
Russians to want to kill Kennedy. They had just signed a nu- 
clear test ban treaty with the United Stales and a hot line was 
installed to insure that each side knew what the other was 
doing. Why would the Russians face the possibility of nuclear 
war. a foregone conclusion if it could be proved that they had 
anything to do with the events in Dcalcy Pla/u. 

But there was a Russian connection to the president’s 



death. The alleged assassin had spent two years in the Soviet 
Union, married a Russian girl and who knows what else. Was 
Oswald recruited by the KGB, despite their denials to the con- 
trary? 

The possibility of Soviet involvement in the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy is told is a new novel by Jim 
Lehrer, the co-anchor of the McNeil-Lchrer Newshour called 
Blue Hearts. 

The book revolves around two, now retired CLA agents, 
Bruce Conn Clark, once U.S. Secretary of State and Charles 
Henderson, the owner of a bread-and-breakfast inn located in 
West Virginia. It is almost thirty years after the events of 
November 2Z 1963 and suddenly two attempts are made on 
Charlie Henderson’s life; not enough to kill him but to send a 
warning. But why? Charlie digs up all his old spook skills, 
starts asking questions to his old friends at CIA headquarters 
and in a last attempt to unravel the mystery, contacts Bruce 
Conn Clark. 

It turns out that on the day of President Kennedy’s as- 
sassination Clark and Henderson were given an assignment by 
the Director of the CIA. John McCone, to look into the possi- 
bility of any Soviet involvement. Clark and Henderson have 
access to all files at Langley, even interview James Angelton, 
the paranoid head of counterintelligence who was convinced 
that there was a Soviet mole hidden inside the CIA (some 
people in the intelligence community even suspected 
Angelton of being the spy). Clark and Henderson reach their 
conclusion, report back to McCone and the case is closed. 

Charlie Henderson’s pursuit of the truth leads him to a 
secluded South Carolina beach, to the inner circles of power 
in Washington, to meetings with Russian defectors where the 
answer to his puzzle is found. 

Jim Lehrer has done his homework when it comes to the 
people and events surrounding the Russian angle to the assas- 
sination. He goes into Oswald's mysterious sojourn to Mexico 
City (if he was there at all) and his alleged meeting with vari- 
ous KGB officials there. But if the reader is going to read this 
finely crafted book in order to learn more about the JFK case 
stop here. While Blue Hearts has as its background the 
Kennedy assassination, it is really a splendid spy novel using 
real people and events during the past thirty years. Despite 
Mr. Lehrer ’s “establishment’’ ties. Blue Hearts is a timely 
thriller which deftly ties in the Kennedy case and with histori- 
cal espionage since the time of World War II. 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

I am writing a book entitled Assassinations 
20th Century. I would like to receive manu- 
scripts, suggestions, bibliography and commentary 
from interested scholars and researchers. Respond 
to: 

Terrence M. Ripmaster 
Rd 6 Box 718 
Branchville, NJ 07826 
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